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The PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential 
part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- 
year history of the sport ... A comprehensive 
overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


SUBSCRIBE TO PW/ TODAY AND RECEIVE ... 

e 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

e Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

e Four special expanded issues, including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PWI/ 500” 

¢ Speedy delivery right to your home 

e And, of course, The 1998 PWI Almanac 
And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PW/ FEATURES 

PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 
can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 
“Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don't forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 
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(& Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 

‘| | am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 

20% savings off the newsstand price! 

| am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 

25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

| wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 

a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 

to cover postage and handling 


| would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


[] 





VISA # 








[| MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 


MO/YR 





Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 
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MAILBAG 
LOCKER ROOM REPORT with Bill Apter 

STRAIGHT TALK with Brandi Mankiewicz 

HEAD TO HEAD: RICK STEINER vs. SCOTT STEINER 
POINT/COUNTERPOINT 

WCW RATINGS 

NEWSLINE: WCW by Andy Rodriguez 

FOCUS ON ... WCW 

WCW DATA BANK: JUVENTUD GUERRERA 

WWF RATINGS 

NEWSLINE: WWF by Bryan Ethier 

FOCUS ON ... WWF 

WWF DATA BANK: BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 

INQUIRING REPORTER 

ECW/INDEPENDENT RATINGS | 

FOCUS ON... NWA 

NEWSLINE: ECW/INDEPENDENTS by Dave Rosenbaum 


INDEPENDENT DATA BANK: BUH BUH RAY DUDLEY 
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Bill Alfonso must really be a brilliant manager 


HEY, GOLDBERG, SLOW DOWN! 

THESE TWO-MINUTE MATCHES ARE KILLING YOU! 
He'd learn a lot more if he took his time 

IS BRET HART HAPPY WITH WCW? 


HE’D BETTER BE! 
What other viable options does he have left? 


WRESTLING BAD GUYS 
It's now our regular magazine-within-a-magazine feature 


STUNNER FOR STONE-COLD? 


IS VINCE McMAHON WEARING A DX T-SHIRT UNDER THAT SUIT? 


It would explain a lot if he were 
ACT YOUR RAGE! 


HOW JIM CORNETTE’S CHILDHOOD DREAM COULD COST HIM HIS LIFE! 


Face it, Jimbo: You'll never be a wrestler 


THREE CHAIRS FOR FONZIE: 
HOW HE MELDED ROB VAN DAM & SABU INTO ONE! 


COVER PHOTOS: 
Bill Goldberg-Brad Armstrong by Frank Vitucci 
Steve Austin-Vince McMahon by Bill Apter 


COVER DESIGN: 
Alex Krasnopolsky 
Next Issue on sale July 21, 1998 








DAN THE MAN 
Ken Shamrock vs. Dan Severn 
(“Head To Head,” June 1998)? 
Please. Severn would whip 
Shamrock from here to eternity 
and back again. Yes, Shamrock is 
tough and, in fact, might be the 
“most dangerous man” in the 
WWF. But he is not as tough as 
Severn. Never was. Never will be. 
Even though Severn has a tem- 
per, he doesn’t act like a fool the 
way Shamrock does when he 
“snaps.” He is able to maintain his 
focus, and that is what makes him 
a better wrestler than Shamrock. 
Don't get me wrong. This letter 
is not intended to insult Ken 
Shamrock, who | believe is a fine 
wrestler and a great athlete. He is 
one of my favorite competitors in 
the sport today. | also think he has 
the brightest future of any star in 
the WWF. But compared to the 
great Dan Severn, he just doesn’t 
match up. Sorry, Ken. 
AMANDA LYNNE 
Lima, OH 





NWA champ Dan Severn ties up Dory 
Funk Jr. in a leglock. Reader Amanda 
Lynne believes Severn could handle 
Ken Shamrock, a fellow former UFC 
competitor, in a wrestling match. 
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Jerry Lawler only occasionally wrestles 
in the WWF these days, but Jeff 
Simpson, a long-time fan of “The King,” 
still thinks he could be WWF champ. 


STILL “THE KING” 

| don’t know if Jerry Lawler is 
retired from the ring or what, but 
he is still one of the all-time 
greats. 

Lawler deserves to hear the 
cheers of the fans and needs to 
pull his straps down and win the 
WWF championship. Lawler has 
paid his dues in the WWF, and 
now it is time for him to be “King” 
again. Regardless of what side of 
the fence he falls on, rulebreaker 
or not, he will always hear cheers 
from me. | just want to let Jerry 
know that all of the fans who used 
to watch him at the Louisville 
Gardens still have faith in him and 
still respect him. 

JEFF SIMPSON 
Louisville, KY 


ANOTHER SATISFIED 
CUSTOMER 

What are you thinking? | have 
only been a wrestling fan for about 
four months, and | side with the 
good guys. Your so-called “maga- 
zine-within-a-magazine” is a joke! 

Hello! Why in the world would 
you want a magazine about the 
bad guys? Oh, excuse me, so all 
their loser fans can admire them in 
their loser state. But you have to 
butter things up to make them look 
good. | must admit, though, that 
some articles were good—like the 
ones on DDP and Bill Goldberg— 
although you make Goldberg out 
to be a bad guy. 

But Sting as Loser of the Year 
in the April issue? Oh, yeah? | 
don’t think so. Sting is my favorite 
wrestler, and if you people who 
write this stuff don’t think so, just 


(Continued on page 6) 





Sting has dominated many of his 
matches with Hulk Hogan. Reader 
Sarah Leibold objected to him being 
named Loser of the Year by Bad Guys. 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


i ECW Match Results 
° The Hottest ECW News 
° Upcoming ECW shows 


U.S: 1-900-460-4E0W 0-2 
INCANADA: 1-900-451=2006 
INTHE U.K? 0897-559-233 

IF YOU DIDN’T HEAR IT ON THE ECW HOTLINE, IT’S NOT TRUE! 


This service is avai 
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Cost per minute in the U.S. $ 99 inte 2.49, 
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Kids under 18 need parental 
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4587/10-97 


Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWF! You are advised 
What to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wresting! 
¢ Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 



















schoo + Tels you where to order boots, | 
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diese. ' 
Updated chapter about the NWO! 
71998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste, 256+ Atlanta, GA 30329 


MOVING | 


Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice 
Are you moving? If so, please give us 1 
8 weeks advance notice so we can 

j continue to service your subscription 

| promptly. Check the magazine(s) list- | 
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(Continued from page 4) 


tune in to Nitro some Monday 
night and check out what he’s got 
around his waist. Bill Apter said he 
hoped there was a lot of negative 
responses to Bad Guys. Well, 
here’s one for ya, Bill! 
SARAH LEIBOLD 
Sevierville, TN 





Eddy Guerrero no longer cares what 
anyone thinks about what he does In the 
ring. He has the support of reader 
Marrissa Torres, though. 


CONGRATULATIONS, EDDY 
| would like to congratulate 
Eddy Guerrero for waking up and 
getting on the right path to suc- 
cess. Don't listen to what the fans 
or the press say about your new 
attitude, Eddy. It was time you quit 
trying to please your family and 
concentrated on your own Career. 
lf your family really cared about 
you, they would not take your 
switch to rulebreaking personally. 
And even if they do, you still have 

one fan left: me. 

MARRISSA TORRES 
Los Angeles, CA 


TURNCOAT BRANDI? 

| usually agree with everything 
written by WRESTLE America’s lone 
voice of reason: Brandi Man- 
kiewicz. However, | was deeply 
disappointed by what she wrote in 
her “First-Round Draft Picks” story 
(June 1998), in which she named 
the good guys she wanted to see 
turn bad. 

Brandi, honey, believe me, we 
don’t want these bums. At all. 
Period. In fact, if | had my way, | 
would load all these do-gooders 
into a bus and send it off a cliff 
somewhere. In your previous 
issue of Wrestling Bad Guys, you 
said that Steve Austin was not 
only a wimp, but Turncoat of the 
Year. Why then would we want 
him to join our ranks? Who cares if 
he’s tough? Who cares if he has 
talent? He’s flushing it all down the 
toilet just to hear a few “attaboys” 
from the fans. Sting, The Giant, 
and Dallas Page are all enemies 
of rulebreaking’s greatest organi- 
zation—the NWO. We are doing 
just fine without them. | hope you 
are not getting soft, Queen Brandi. 
You are the only wrestling journal- 
ist giving proper representation to 
us rulebreaking fans. 

GREGG VENNELL 
Buffalo, NY 


GIVE MARC A CHANCE 

Even though Mare Mero’s pub- 
lic humiliation of Sable is 
deplorable, Tom Brandi should 
mind his own business before 
Mero turns his lights out. 

| hardly condone the abuse of 
women—physical, mental, or oth- 
erwise—but | think Mero should 
be heard out. Actually, | can 
understand his frustration to a 
degree. He is a solid wrestler with 
enough ability to challenge for a 
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A lot of fans object to Marc Mero’s 
repeated use of low blows (and his 
treatment of Sable). Reader Frank Tighe 
thinks Mero is misunderstood. 


title, yet he seems to get over- 
looked for shots at the Inter- 
continental and European titles. 
Meanwhile Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, who never wins without 
Chyna’s interference, got match 
after match against Owen Hart. 
What Mero accomplishes in the 
ring is often overshadowed by the 


curvaceous Sable (no pun intend- . 


ed) or overlooked by fans who are 
bedazzled by Sable’s skimpy 
attire. 

As for Brandi, what is he trying 
to accomplish by coming to 
Sable’s rescue, anyway? | think 
he is trying to steal her away from 
Mero. Sable should stay away 
from Brandi, too, because he is 
just using her to get his name in 
the magazines. Yes, Marc Mero 
needs to get a grip, but somebody 
needs to publish his side of the 
story. 

FRANK TIGHE 
Pittsburgh, PA 


FOR LOVE OF MOOLAH 
It was great to see the Fab- 
ulous Moolah inducted into the 
Bad Guys Hall of Fame (June 
1998). She is a real ring legend. | 
recently saw Moolah at an NWA 
Eddie Gilbert Memorial Card in 
Philadelphia, and she still looked 
great mixing it up with women half 
her age. Even after all these 

years, Moolah’s still got it. 
GERALD COREY 
Middletown, DE (j 
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Since its debut in 1992, the Wrestle AMERICA concept has proven to be wildly popular 
with the wrestling public. No other magazine offers such well-rounded coverage of the 
U.S. wrestling scene. Supplies of back issues are limited, and at only $5 apiece 
(postage included), they are moving fast. Order today! 


August 1992: In Search Of An American Hero. Color cen- 
terfold—Dustin Rhodes vs. Arn Anderson. Plus: Ultimate 
Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Sting. 

September 1992; Papa Possesses ... The Warrior! 
Color centerfold—Sabu vs. Mr. Onita. Plus: Sting-Nikita 
Koloff, Jim Cornette, SMW. 

October 1992: Summerslam: Everything You Need To 
Know About This Event, Color centertold—Undertaker 
vs, Berzerker. Plus: Mike Davis, Windham-Austin. 

November 1992: Trading Places: The Steiners For Gordy & 
Williams—Bad Deal. Color centerfold Jerry Lawler & Jeff 
Jarrett vs. The Moondogs. Plus: Virgil, ECW, bob Backlund. 
December 1992: Hulk Left Wrestling For This? Color 
Centerfold—The Ultimate Warrior vs. Papa Shango. Plus: 
NWA belt, Brian Pillman, Rock ‘n’ Roll Express. 

January 1993: The Ultimate Destiny Of The Ultimate 
Maniacs: Self-Destruction. Color Centerfold—Greg 
Valentine vs. Rick Steiner. Plus: Scott Steiner-Hawk, 


k. 
1993; Five-Time 1 Hulk Stuns The World! 
Centerfold— Doink the Clowns Plus: Wrecking Crew, 
Ric Flair, Santana-Shango. 
September 1993: Power Play! Has Crush Muscled Lex 
Luger Out Of The WWF Title Picture. Color Centerfold— 
Davey Boy Smith vs. Vader. Plus: Bagwell & Scorpio, 
Winchom- Simmons Jeff Jarrett, Hennig-Michoels. 
November 1999: The King is Dead! Lang ive The [Burge 
King! Color Centerfold—Sid Vicious vs, Sting. Plus: Nasty 
5, 1-2-3 Kid, Ted DiBiase, Brian lee, Nasty Boys. 
1993; Power Bomb Explosion At Storrcadel ba 
Vader ys. Vicious. Magazine Within A Magazine: WWF 
World title history, Plus: Rock ‘n' Roll Express, Curt Hennig, 
Rick Steamboat, Hansen-DiBiase-Deaton, 
Spring 1994: Who's Better? Does Owen Haye More Hart 
Bret. ine Within A Magazine: Decade of Hulkamania. 
Plus: Brian Pillman, Lex Luger & Tatanka, and USWA, 
Flair-Race. 
Summer 1994: WCW World Champion Hulk 
bee How It Could The Sport. ine 
Within A Magazine: Wrestlemania X. Plus: Rick 
Rude & Bobby Heenan, Roddy Piper, Tammy 
Fytch-Kimberly, 







Fall 1994: Is Wrestling Becoming Too Hardcore For 
Sting? Magazine Within A Magazine: The Greotest 
Supercards. Plus: Terry Funk, Lex Luger, Randy Savage, 
Inoki-Muta. 
Winter 1994: How Curt Hennig Will Make WCW 
“Perfect” For Ric Flair. Magazine Within A Magazine: 
Wrestling’s Bod Guys. Plus: Hogan-Vader, Curt Hennig & 
Ric Flair, Yokozuna, Mr. Rates 
Spring 1995: Color Him Bitter: Randy Savage—Why 
Another Feud With Hulk Hogan Is Inevitable, Magazine 
Within A Magazine: Guide To Independent vente 
Plus: Brutus Beefcake, Stu & Helen Hart, Shawn Michaels 
& Diesel, The Rottens. 
Summer 1995: Hogan-Voder: Who Will Survive The 
peuereet Magazine Within A Magazine: Megastars Fact 
And Trivia Book. Plus: Harlem Heat, WWF title vs. title 
matches, Sting, Eddie Gilbert. 
Fall 1995: Diesel vs. Yokozuna: A Half-Ton Of Holy Hell! 
The Match The Promoters Are Afraid To Make! Magazine 
Within A Magazine: The Maim Event. Plus: Ric Flair, Alex 
Wright, Je ler, Sabu. 
Winter 1995: Luger’s Message To WCW: Leave Me 
Alone—All | Want Is The Belt! ogra Within A 
Magazine: Turnbuckle Turkey Awards. Plus: Paul Orndorff, 
Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart, Johnny Bradford. 
Spring 1996: resting Shocker! A Joint WCW-WWF 
Supercard—Almost A Done Deal! Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Guide To Independent Wrestling. Plus: New 
Japan-WCW, Owen Hart, bud , 
Summer 1996: Wrestlemania Xk Finally—The Wrestlers 
Are The Stars. Magazine Within A Magazine: Wrestling’s 
Sexiest Superstars. Plus: Dallos Page, WCW cruiserweight 
title, Godwinns. 
Fall 1996; WCW Responds To Invaders: “This Means 
War!" Magazine Within A Mogozine: The Wrestling 
Championship Trivia Challenge. Plus: Rod Price & Steve 
a Shawn Michaels, Eliminators-Gangstas, Giant 
ting. 
Winter 1996: Special Report; WCW vs, WWF, Who's 
Winning The Match Of The Century? Plus: Hart-Hogan, 
Lucha syle Bearer-Undertaker, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Danny Hodge. 
Spring 1997; Hulk Hogan: “The NWO Is Taking Over The 
WWF Next!" Magazine Within A Magazine: 20 
Greatest WrestleMania Matches. Plus; 
Dean Malenko, New Razor & New 


Diesel, Shawn Michaels, Terry Funk. 








‘ ), y RESTLING HISTORY WAS made 
in March, when J.J. Dillon, chairman 
of WCW’s Executive Committee, 
levied a $50,000 fine on The Giant for using a 
power bomb on Kevin 
Nash. It was believed to 
have matched the 
‘largest fine ever handed 
out for illegal execution 
of a wrestling maneuver 
(Nash had been fined 
$50,000 several times 
for using the move). 

In an effort to gain 
some control over the 
recent recklessness and 
lawlessness that has 
gone on in WCW, Dil- 
lon vowed to control 
the violence in order to 
prevent serious injuries. 
At the time of Dillon’s 
announcement, it was 
widely agreed that he 
had targeted the NWO. 
But as this incident 
proves, Dillon had 
every wrestler in the 
entire federation in 
mind. The Giant is not 
a member of the NWO. 
Nash is a member of 
the NWO. 

The fine is stagger- 
ing. Back in the 1960s 
and °70s, the average wrestler didn’t make 
$50,000 per year. In fact, these days, very few 
wrestlers other than those that compete in WCW 
and the WWF make $50,000 a year. The Giant's 
salary is believed to be well into the six figures 
Insiders say he commanded the highest rookie 
salary in wrestling history. But imagine that: 
$50,000. 

Terry Funk, what would you have done if you 
were fined $50,000 back when you first started 
wrestling? 





And the power bomb 
debate continues. 
The Giant disregard- 
ed J.J. Dillon's edict 
and used the move 
on Kevin Nash. He 
was fined $50,000 for 
that. Almost every- 
one in WCW wants to 
see the power bomb 
legalized again. 


with Bill Apter 


“lL would have gone hungry for a long time,” 
Funk said. “It’s an incredible amount. The crazy 
thing is, if a guy has a lot of money, a big fine 
won't stop him. Most guys I know don’t like to 
be told what they can 
and can't do,” 

Dillon has hinted 
that he might start im- 
posing larger fines for 
future offenses, so if 
The Giant ever again 
gets in the mood to 
power bomb a member 
of the NWO, he might 
have to pay upward of 
$100,000 for his trans- 
gression. 

This brings up 
another question: Was 
it fair? 

The answer, coming 
from wrestlers in both 
the NWO and WCW 
locker rooms, is no, it 
wasn’t fair. The fine 
was too steep. And the 
power bomb shouldn't 
have been banned. 

“Remember a few 
years ago, when Bill 
Watts tried to ban top- 
rope maneuvers?” Dal- 
las Page said. “Well, 
all I can say about that 
is top-rope moves are 
back and Bill Watts is gone, so you see how 
much good that did. [ agree that certain things 
should be illegal, like choking and abusing an 
opponent after you’ve already won a match, 
bul the power bomb is a skill maneuver and 
it’s nol easy to get your Opponent in position 
for the power bomb. Besides, if we're banning 
power bombs, why aren’t we banning Scott 
Hall’s “Outsider’s Edge’? Wrestlers take cer- 
tain risks When they step into the ring. Take 
away the risk and you take away an element of 
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professional wrestling. 

Kevin Nash, a victim of the power bomb, who 
is also a user of the “jackknife” power bomb, 
agreed. 

“Listen, I’m glad they fined that idiot, because 
he got what he deserved,” Nash said. “Dillon 
made it clear in no uncertain terms that the 
maneuver is illegal. But I don’t know if The 
Giant can afford 50 grand as easily as the NWO 
can. And I don’t see why any wrestling move 
should be illegal.” 

Fact: Sting won the vacant WCW World title 
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The debate over the 
use of Scott Hall’s 
“Outsider’s Edge” 
continues as well. 
isn’t it just a variation 
of the power bomb? 
Apparently Dillon 
doesn’t think so. 


at SuperBrawl VIII because 
Randy Savage illegally ran into 
the ring and kayoed Hulk 
Hogan with a can of spray 
paint. The incident was clearly 
visible to anyone watching the 
match, and obvious upon view- 
ing the videotape. But Savage 
wasn’t fined by Dillon and the 
decision was allowed to stand. 
And at Uncensored, J.J. agreed 
to make use of the power bomb 
legal in The Giant’s match 
against Nash. 

The question for Dillon: 
Where do you draw the line? 

“Obviously, certain things 
are going to happen that are 
beyond our control, and I’m 
speaking for the entire Ex- 
ecutive Committee when I say 
this,” he explained. “The inci- 
dent with Savage was a 
response to the NWO’s interfer- 
ence. You could say that the 
NWO brought upon itself the 
actions that followed. Power 
bombs, however, are extremely 
dangerous maneuvers. Ask any 
doctor. They can cause serious 
injury, including paralysis and 
concussion. Neurologists will 
tell you that the effects of a 
power bomb aren’t always ap- 
parent right away, or even for 
months or years. 

“In my opinion, and in the 
opinion of the Executive Com- 
mittee, the power bomb is the 
most dangerous maneuver in 
wrestling and its increase in use 
was alarming. I gave in and 
made it legal for that one match, 
but don’t expect me to do it 
again. 

“T don’t think that a $50,000 fine is an exces- 
sive fine when one wrestler illegally places 
another wrestler’s life in danger.” 

Maybe not, but there’s that old adage in 
wrestling ... 

“You pay your money, you takes your 
chances,” Buddy Rogers once said. 

“It’s a man’s game,” Fritz Von Erich used to 
tell me. “If you can’t take the punishment, get 
out. If you’re afraid of getting hurt, try bowling. 
Nobody ever said wrestling was a low-risk 
sport.” Oo 
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fashionable when Vince McMahon gets 

involved in it. Ol’ Vinnie Mac has made his 
biases clear. He does not like the fact that Steve 
Austin is his champion. He would if Austin would 
be willing to act in a respectable manner, but 
Austin won't do that. 

Maybe in the past, Vince would have lusted 
over the revenue and pay-per-view buy rates 
“Stone-Cold” could draw, but not anymore. Memo 
to Vince: Be careful of the monsters you create. 
They just might come back to haunt you. You cre- 
ated this juggernaut and now you want to stop it? 
Too late, Vin Man. And nice try. Look on the bright 
side: You might not have to deal with Shawn 
Michaels for a while. 

From the If You Can’t Enforce ‘Em, Join ’Em 
Dept.: Mike Tyson’s decision to (pretend to) join 
DeGeneration X ranks as one of the more surreal 
events in professional wrestling history. Ap- 
parently, Tyson was looking upon his WWF stint 
as an opportunity to improve his image. But 
crowds still booed and jeered when he entered 
arenas. So what's a former disgraced champion to 


Vie KNOW THAT rulebreaking has become 
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Brandi Mankiewicz 


do? Align himself with the bad boys of DX to make 
the fans hate him more, then make a fast three- 
count as Austin pins Michaels for the World title in 
order to make himself look like a hero. Be careful, 
Mike, you may not have seen the last of DX. 

From the If You Want To Find Out If I’m A 
Parody Of Myself, Call My 900 Number Dept.: 
Excuse me, Gene Okerlund, but who do you think 
you are? Isn’t it bad enough that you continue to 
embarrass yourself week after week by running 
your mouth and shamelessly plugging your hotline 
when we would rather hear the wrestlers talk? 

At Uncensored, he publicly berated Dean 
Malenko for dropping a bout to Chris Jericho, 
even going so far as to call him a loser. Just hold 
the stick and keep your yap shut. When was the 
last time you put on the tights? 

From the Taking Recycling Much Too Far 
Dept.: Why in blazes is Jim Cornette trying to 
resurrect The Midnight Express? | am all for his 
NWA invasion of the WWF, but perhaps he’s let- 
ting his love for tradition cloud his judgment. 
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Sorry, Jimbo, Bob Holly and Bart Gunn do not 
exactly remind me of Bobby Eaton and Dennis 
Condrey, or Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane. In the 
past, the Express was always comprised of two 
solid singles wrestlers, not two lower-than-mid- 
carders trying to live vicariously through others. 
Perhaps Jim’s vision is a bit blurry. But then 
again, if his sole motivation was to dump The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express (and notice how quickly 
Rick Morton and Robert Gibson donned WWF 
T-shirts ... how’s that for dedication?), we will pro- 
vide guarded and tepid support for now. 

From the Not The Originator, But Still An 
Innovator Dept.: Everyone is ripping Scott Steiner 
for choosing to go NWO. But why? What a great 
decision, | say! He had been a rulebreaker in a 
fan favorite’s body far too long. He’s shown flash- 
es in the past, but now he is giving us a long look 
at what it is like to have true rulebreaking convic- 
tions. Rick is the turncoat here. Scott offered him 
full membership in the NWO, and how did Rick 
thank him? With a savage and cowardly attack. 
Smart decision? No. Hypocrisy? Yes. 

From the Where Are Jim And Tammy Faye 
Bakker When You Need Them Dept.: The Wrestle- 
Mania XIV roster was truly something to behold. 
The band of misfits included Tyson (banned from 
boxing), Pete Rose (banned from baseball), and 
Gennifer Flowers (most likely banned from the 
White House). | guess O.J. Simpson, Linda 
Tripp, and Saddam Hussein were busy. | know 
you’re having an image problem, Vince, but sur- 
rounding yourself with celebrity refuse won’t help. 
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From the Cameo Wrestler Of The Year Dept.: 
Why does Roddy Piper carry so much weight in 
WCW? | realize that he was the interim commis- 
sioner and used that position as a bully pulpit, but 
now he’s back to making matches again. He is 
barely even a part-time wrestler these days. He 
says he wants to fight the NWO, yet he always 
leaves the WCW troops in the trenches to make 
movies. Some commitment to the cause. 

For reasons unbeknownst to me, Piper is still a 
big name and the pecking order completely disin- 
tegrates whenever he shows up at WCW arenas. 
Everyone worships at the skirt of the “Rowdy 
Scot” for one night, and then he’s gone for a few 
months. You want my respect? Stick around for a 
while, “Hot Rod,” and get your butt kicked like 
every other WCW competitor has. 

Until next time, remember that if you didn’t hear 
it from me, it probably isn’t true at all. 

[Editor's note: For all you masochists who just 
can't get enough of Queen Brandi’s venom, make 
sure you check out our third installment of 
Wrestling Bad Guys mag-within-a-mag starting 
on page 35. Talk about being in your element! 
Just remember, the opinions expressed in this col- 
umn (and on many of the pages of Wrestling Bad 
Guys) are those of Brandi Mankiewicz alone, and 
they do not necessarily reflect the opinions of any- 
one else on the staff of this magazine.] Oo 









SCOTT STEINER 


They are no longer tag team partners, but they will always be brothers. The tie that 
binds Rick and Scott Steiner is not a common quest to win the WCW World tag 
team belts, or a common history, but common parents. They are bound by blood, 
and that’s what made it so heartbreaking when Scott so viciously turned against 
Rick at SuperBrawl VIII in February. 

The Steiners were scheduled to defend their WCW World tag team title against 
Kevin Nash and Scott Hall, but Rick had no idea he'd be fighting a one-on-three 
battle. Sure, Rick and Scott had been having their differences, but they had argued 
in the past and were able to work things out. This time, however, Scott had 
a different agenda. 

Early in the match, the Steiners struck their traditional pose: Rick on all fours, 
bulldog-style, with Scott standing above him. It is a position of trust, but Scott 
betrayed that trust by beating on his brother, then joining The Outsiders in an 
attack on Rick. When the match ended—in victory for Hall and Nash, of course— 
Scott joined Hall and Nash in raising the belts. 

It was a shocking turn of events. Nobody wanted to believe that the Steiners, who 
had stuck together through injury and hardship, would be on opposite sides. 
Actually, they haven't been. Since turning against Rick, Scott has avoided 
wrestling his brother. But we have a feeling this match will happen. Perhaps a no- 
holds-barred battle will be the only way to bring them back together. But for now, 
we have only our imaginations, It's the only way to bring Rick and Scott Steiner 
together ... “Head To Head.” 
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DALLAS PAGE 


| was os shocked as anyone else by what Scotty 
Steiner did to his brother at SuperBrawl. Sure, all of 
us in the WCW camp were aware that Rick and Scott 
were having their differences, but, man, that's just 
part of life. People argue, then they get over if, 
then they move on. But you don’t turn against your 
brother. You don’t deceive your own flesh and 
blood. And | never would have thought that Scott 
would sacrifice the tag team belts. Not for anything. 
Those belts mean too much. 

| quess you could say that what's happened has 
happened and what's done is done, because now we 
have this situation here where Rick and Scott are on 
opposite sides of the fence, and it looks to me like 
Rick is doing fine on his own, becouse he’s won a 
couple of big singles matches. Heck, it might even 
get to the point where I'll have to defend my U.S. 
title against Rick. Don’t be surprised. 

You know, that would probably be one of the 
toughest matches of my life, and I'll tell you why: 
Rick might not come off as the smartest or most 
worldly man, but when he steps into that ring, he’s 
a genius. | don’t blame Scott for avoiding Rick, 
because he knows what would happen: Rick would 
beat him. 

It's all chout mental toughness here. Sure, Scott 
summoned up the strength, or whatever it was, to 
attack his brother, but if they went one-on-one in 
the ring, | don't think Scott would be able to forget 
that Rick’s his brother, while Rick would be think- 
ing, He’s just another opponent. | have to beat 
some sense into him. And you know what? He 
would. It would be a long, grueling match, but 1'll 
take Rick. 

“Diamond” Dallas Page, the reigning 
WCW U.S. champion, has known both 
Steiners well for years. 
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ARN ANDERSON 

It makes me sick just to think about what Scott 
Steiner did to his brother. Blood is supposed to be 
thicker than water in this sport—in all walks of life, 
come to think of it—but what Scott did was sell out 
his brother for the almighty buck. Family's supposed 
to be priceless. | know the importance of family. 
Maybe that’s a lesson Scott Steiner needs to learn. 

On the other hand, | don't feel too sorry for Rick, 
because he should've seen it coming. The warning 
signs were definitely there. They were arguing o lot. 
They had plenty of differences of opinion, and things 
weren't pointing in the right direction. OF course, how 
could Rick have thought that Scott would sacrifice the 
tog belts? | can’t imagine ever doing that, not for any 
sum of money, but | guess Scott had to make o stote- 
ment, whatever it was. 

| do know that whether they're together or apart, 
Rick and Scott Steiner are two great wrestlers. I’ve 
had some wars with them, and | always walked out of 
the ring knowing | had gone up against two of the 
best. There's no doubt that they're better together 
than apart, but let’s see what happens. | don’t think 
they'll be apart for long. My opinion? Rick will join the 
NWO. 

Both men are very strong, they've both had in- 
juries, and | think a match between the two would be a 
war. A short war, though, maybe not more than 10 
minutes, because they'd both expend a ton of energy 
real fast. | see Rick coming out stronger than Scott. 
He's mad at Scott for what happened. But | also see 
Scott holding off the charge for four or five minutes 
before taking control. Lots of power moves. Lots of 
standoffs. Finally, Scott gets Rick into that new hold, 
the “Steiner Recliner,” and Rick eventually submits. 

Retired wrestling great Arn Anderson was 
a founding member of The Four Horsemen. In 
1991, he and Bobby Eaton lost the WCW tag 
belts to the Steiners. 
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ROCCO ROCK 


Could you believe it? The Steiners didn't have 
the guts to stick together. They didn’t have the 
willpower to work through their problems and sort 


things out. Instead, that gutless coward Scott 


Steiner turned against his brother, and Rick didn’t 
know whot hit him. How could he have been so stu 
pid? If there's one thing I've learned in this sport, 
it’s not to trust anyone. Not even your partner. 
Sure, you con wrestle alongside your partner and 
depend on him, but always keep one eye open. If 
you don't, you're an idiot. Rick has nohody to 
blame but himself for what happened. 

Who would win a match between the two? Rick 
and Scott Steiner are tag team wrestlers, and when 
you throw them into the ring by themselves, they 
still seem o little lost sometimes. | saw Rick in some 
of his singles matches recently. Half a dozen times 
it looked like he wanted to tag out. 

Yeah, these guys aren’t too smart. But let me 
tell you something else: They're tough. Real tough. 
Rick had the will to keep on wrestling after his 
brother attacked him, and Scott's tough enough to 
be o member of the NWO. Don’t ask me why Scott 
is afraid to wrestle Rick. Where | come from, you're 
taught that if you attack o man, you finish the job. 
You face him in the ring. You don’t just turn tail 
and run. 

And that's why | think Rick would beat Scott. 
Scott turned against Rick because he wanted to join 
the NWO. But Ricks mad at Scott. Steaming mad, 
Heck, wouldn't you be? He was deceived and he 
wants revenge. Besides, he’s the better wrestler. 
And he’s stupider. In some cases, it pays fo be stu- 
pid. This is one of those cases. 

Rocco Rock, one-half of former WCW 
World tag team champions Public Enemy, 
has wrestled the Steiners on numerous 
occasions. 


SIR OLIVER HUMPERDINK 


You know, I've watched the Steiners for a long 
time, had several teams beat them and lose to them, 
and I've spent a lot of time examining their styles. 
They're good wrestlers, but like | quess a lot of peo- 
ple have said, they're better together than they 
were apart. 

So much of what mode the Steiners great was 
their instincts and teamwork. Those “Steiner-liners” 
and “Frankensteiners,” everything was so well-done, 
and their team moves were so seamless. Rick Steiner 
could never be as great a tog team wrestler with any 
other partner and Scott Steiner could never be as 
great a tag team wrestler with any other partner. 

That’s why, when | wos managing, our plan 
always revolved around neutralizing one Steiner 
and forcing the other to fight on his own. Turn o tag 
match against the Steiners into a singles match and 
you've won half the battle, 

In my analysis, Scott is the better wrestler of the 
two. He's smarter, he adjusts hetter to different situ- 
ations, he has a more voried repertoire of maneu- 
vers, and he’s stronger. Rick's advantage is that he 
hasn't suffered quite so mony injuries. But I’ve 
always thought Scott was the leader of the two. Yes, 
Rick has probably had more success on his own, but 
that’s because Rick has had more chances to wrestle 
on his own. 

Not to mention the almost-certain interference 
by the NWO, which you know is going to happen. 
How Rick would deal with that is another story. 
Probably not too well. Even without interference, | 
think Scott would win, probably with some kind of 
submission hold. Rick would hold on for about a 
minute, but there's only so much pain a man can 
take. 

Former PWI Manager of the Year Sir 
Oliver Humperdink led several teams into bat- 
tle against the Steiners. 
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IMPROMPTU MATCHES ARE GOOD 
FOR WRESTLING 


By Frank Krewda 


they were suddenly told that the game 

they were attending in early-October 
determined home-field advantage for the play- 
offs? How would the Detroit Red Wings ap- 
proach the 38th game of the season if it was 
suddenly deemed a Stanley Cup title defense? 

With the outcome of these games taking on 
enormous significance, the players would play 
harder, the fans would root more feverishly, and 
an otherwise mundane affair would be trans- 
formed into a potentially historic event. 

Of course, these scenarios could never unfold 
in the forum of professional sports as we know it 
today. Except for one sport, that is: professional 
wrestling. 

The notion—make that 
the guarantee—that any- 
thing can happen on any 
night and in any arena 
sets professional wrestling 
apart from other sports. It 
gives wrestling the pulsing 
undercurrent of unpre- 
dictability, the buzz of 
uncertainty that the fans 
seek out, It is their reward 
for sitting through hours of 
undercards, preliminary 
matches, and syndicated 
television tapings. 

Face it, fans would be 
more enthused by the 
prospect of Rick and 
Scott Steiner squaring 
their affairs in an im- 
promptu match than 


| | OW WOULD DALLAS Cowboys fans react if 





something more exciting and more electric 
about a spontaneous confrontation that fans 
respond to—no matter how impressive the 
evening’s lineup might be. 

The promise of a spur-of-the-moment show- 
down has viewers clicking the remote control 
feverishly between the WWF and WCW on 
Monday nights. The chance to show two ath- 
letes who are moved to fever pitch and willing 
to lay it all out without building up to a pay- 
per-view has both promotions scrambling to 
raise the bar in their Monday night ratings war. 
How does the WWF counter an off-the-cuff title 
match between Sting and Randy Savage? 
Well, we don’t know for sure, but they are 
hard-pressed to match it 
with some equally capti- 
vating spectacle, lest 
they fall another step 
behind in the ratings 
war—a fate tantamount 
to suicide. 

And who benefits from 
all this oneupmanship? 
The fans. It is no secret 
that professional wrestling 
has experienced a boom 
in popularity. It is also no 
secret that impromptu 
matches elicit the most 
raucous response from 
} the fans, who are tuning 
in and turning out in ever- 
increasing numbers in 
hopes that they will be 
part of some special, 


they would be if the bout 
were booked a month in 
advance. There is just 
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J.J. Dillon, chairman of the WCW Executive Committee, 
has recently allowed a lot of impromptu matches—some 
of them title matches—to take place. Frank Krewda sup- 
ports Dillon on that issue. 


unexpected event. 

Frank Krewda is the 
associate editor of Wrestle 
AMERICA. 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


There are two sides to every story, and nowhere is that more true than in 


professional wrestling. Every issue, two of the world's most respected mat 


journalists will debate an important issue concerning the sport, facing off for an 


exchange of ideas, leaving the final decision up to YOU! 


_ COUNTERPOINT: _ 
IMPROMPTU WRESTLING MATCHES 
ARE NOT GOOD FOR WRESTLING 


By Dave Lenker 


THINK | speak for the majority of fans when | say 

that a true wrestling fan wants to watch noth- 

ing but the best possible match, and these 
ever-popular “impromptu” matches fall way 
short of that description for a number of reasons. 

Since pride forces the challenged party to 
respond without the benefit of preparation, these 
matches usually turn out to be very one-sided 
affairs. Case in point: Dallas Page recenily chal- 
lenged Raven to an impromptu match on Nifro. 
Page, who was scheduled to compete that 
night, entered the ring physically and mSOray 
“jacked,” while Raven, who was 
prepared to watch the matches 
from the stands, was visibly flat. 
But when Page challenged Chris 
Benoit to a title match on 
Thunder, Benoit had three days 
to prepare. No? a lot of time, but 
it gave Benoit a chance to put 
his game face on. Consequenily, 
the fans saw a much better 
maich. 

Sure, emotion is an undeniable 
part of wrestling, and it’s some- 
times impossible to control, but 
two men entering the ring with- 
out strategy, simply to vent their 
frustration, does not constitute a 
wresiling match; it constitutes a 
brawl. Fans who appreciate the 
best that wrestling has to offer 
are not served well by impromp- 
tu matches. 

Not only do these matches 
compromise the tastes of dis- 
cerning wresiling fans, they also 
compromise the integrity of fed- 
eration jurisdiction. 

Every wrestler who has ever 
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Because the WWF allowed an im- 
promptu match between him and an 
injured Owen Hart to take place, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley became the 
WWF European champion. Dave 
Lenker prefers to see wrestlers get a 
chance to plan for matches. 


competed for a title knows how long the road to 
contention can be, Men who abide by the rules 
and cleanly defeat the competition can be 
pushed to the back of the line in one frenzied 
instant. It is grossly unfair that aspiring champions 
have their careers put on hold so that the more 
established ‘ “stars” can settle their personal 
vendetias. 

How can impromptu matches be good for 
wrestling if Sting and Randy Savage can alter 
the rankings of a major federation by declaring 
thelr own title match on Nitro? How can men 
like J.J. Dillon Cand professional 
wrestling for that matter) be 
taken seriously when Savage is 
allowed to circumvent the 
standings while deserving can- 
didates like Scott Hall, Booker T, 
and Dallas Page wait yet anoth- 
er month for their shot? Or, in 
the case of the WWF, when 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley is al- 
lowed to keep the European 
title after challenging Owen 
Hart, who has his ankle in a cast 
and is isn’t even wearing wres- 
tling gear, and beating him 
after Chyna hits Owen with a 
bat? 

These impromptu matches 
are a reflection of today’s call 
for instant gratification. Sure, 
everyone's susceptible to that 
“|-can’‘t-believe-what-l’m-see- 
ing” thrill, but take away the 
shock value and you'll see that 
impromptu matches only lead 
to chaos. 

Dave Lenker is the edifor-in- 
chief of Wrestle AMERICA. 





"WRESTLER OF THE MONTH | 












TT SKINNY 
1. Sting . 2 7 Starting to talk 
2. Randy Savage #0 | His own man! 
3. Hollywood Hogan = = 7 l Former NWO leader? 
4. Scott Hall = 2 4 Stung by Sting 
5. Lex Luger : 12 2 Emerging WCW leader? {ole} qi ae 
6. Bill Goldberg + 2 6 Zero losses and counting 
‘ : a) After he dropped the TV 
7. Kevin Nash 2 5 Regular or decaf? 1 sile'to HIG eRe 
8. Bret Hart - 2 6 Don’t see enough of him biggest questions surrounding 
9. Curt Hennig + l 9 Always a threat Booker T’s career was 
10. The Giant + l l Won't be stopped wnetiee bs vou sie i 
irelat-jitte) am icelagm lem (ci lggm-lei(e) a) 
WORLD TAG TEAM to singles competition. Well, 
sdaubchascacdenweesewavel cred vekavan soecsesteesodueacteasircenses those Who doubted HeRent 
RANKING M Cl sT2+1H_—THE SKINNY to urbethe: Ba NSE Ramee 
1. Hall/Nash = 2 l Cream has risen only look at Booker T’s perfor- 
2. Guerrero/Jericho + 2 2 Made for each other EL at Sues le 
! ot only ai ooKer con- 
3. Bagwell/Norton 1 3 We're not scared Vinciauly defeat Martente 
4. High Voltage + I 4 Lots of energy recapture the TV title at that 
5. Neidhart/Smith + | 5 New Hart Foundation? event, he pinned Perry 
Saturn in an immediate title 
LL Se ee et ON nk a re era ree IE <efense, chalking up two vic- 
RANKING Md 12-IH__ THE SKINNY. ones One IGE 
7 Fich h Since then, Booker has 
1. Dallas Page 7 | | ighting champ proven to be a fighting cham- 
2. Raven + ] 2 Strange but good pion, frequently defending his 
3. Booker T + ] 4 Bona fide singles star belt on Sere eines 
° ° 2. 1 against e€ likes O y 
4. chris Jericho - : ee the tude Guerrero and Disco Inferno. 
5. Chris Benoit 2 2 Can't win the big one Booker continues to shine in 


iave|(sssmeve)an) ol=) it(e}am ovar=(e(e|lale! 
new moves like the missile 
die) are Lalo mrs Mmaareleliitciomeloyal ite! 
press to a repertoire that had 
already included such brilliant 
moves as the scissor kick and 
“Harlem Hangover.” 

Best of all, Harlem Heat 
fans continue to “raise the 
roof” for Booker, even though 
he doesn’t have Stevie Ray 


Curt Hennig Chris Jericho by his side. 
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R F Video Presents... 


Bloodbaths, Brawls and Women 


Here they are...The best and the 
bloodiest bouts from the legendary ECW. 
Now all the table-smashing, skull- 
splitting mayhem of the world’s most 
extreme wrestling league is yours to own 
and watch whenever you want. Over 
10,000 saavy fans receive the RF Video 
Update each month, and these are the 
top-rated tapes. Check ‘em out during 
this special introductory offer, and find 
out what makes ‘em so hot. 

ECW TY 16 Sandman vs. Cactus Jack (3 
matches), Raven vs. Dreamer, Melanie vs. 
Guerrero, Benoit and Melanie vs. Mikey and 
Norman Smiley, Raven and Richards vs. 
Dreamer and Mikey. 


ECW TV 17 Sandman ys. Cactus (Barbed 
Wire Match), Sandman vs. Shane Douglas, 
Beulah vs. Luna Vachon, Public Enemy vs. 
Pitbulls, and the ECW debut of the Gangstas. 


ECW TV 18 Raven and Richards beating 
Public Enemy for the Tag Titles, Taz vs. 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Taz and Eddy Guerrero vs. Melanie 
and Scorpio (twice), Cactus and Dreamer and 
Pitbulls vs. Raven and Richards and Dudleys. 
Cactus and Melanie and Scorpio vs. Steiner 
and Guerrero, Public Enemy vs. Gangstas. 


ECW TY 20 Melanie vs. Guerrero (Final 
ECW Match), Francine vs. Beulah (Cat Fight), 
Raven and Richards vs. Pitbulls, Steiners vs. 
Scorpio and Benoit, Raven and Richards vs. 
Pitbulls (Double Dog Collar Match), 


ECW TV 21 Steiner and Taz vs. Eliminators 
and Scorpio, Steve Austin imitating Hulk 
Hogan, Rey Misterio Jr, Vs. Psicosis (twice), 
Public Enemy and Mikey vs. Sandman and 
Scorpio and New Jack (Cage Match). 


ECW TV 22 Public Enemy vs. Gangstas, Taz 
and Rick Steiners vs. Eliminators. Cactus vs. 
Dreamer, Misterio Jr. and Konnan vs. LaParka 
and Psicosis, Sandman vs. Mikey. 


ECW TV 23 Cactus and Raven vs. Dreamer 
and Funk, Heavenly Bodies debut in ECW, 
Konnan ys. Jason, Mikey vs. Misterio Jr., Steve 
Austin vs. Mikey (twice), Sabu return to ECW. 


Send Me: 
OVECW 25 
(ECW 26 
(CI ECW 27 
DECW 28 
DOUECW 29 
OIECW 30 
OECW 31 
DOECW 32 
OECW 33 
Tape prices 
| for $20, 2 for $35, 3 for $50, 4 for $65, 
5 for $80, 6 for $95, 7 for $110, 8 for 
$125, 9 for $140, 10 for $155. 

BONUS - Buy more than 10 tapes at 
once from this ad - all tapes after 10 will 
be $10 each. 


C1 ECW 16 
( ECW 17 
1 ECW 18 
CX ECW 19 
0 ECW 20 
0 ECW 21 
(] ECW 22 
C ECW 23 
1 ECW 24 


CDECW 34 
CECW 35 
CECW 36 
OECW 37 
C1 ECW 38 
0 ECW 39 
C0 ECW 40 
O ECW 41 


ECW TV 24 Steve Austin and Mikey and 
Sandman (3 way dance), Misterio Jr. Vs. 
Psicosis (Mexican Death Match), Raven vs. 
Dreamer, Public Enemy vs. Heavenly Bodies, 
Shane Douglas returns to ECW. 


ECW TV 25 Eliminators vs. 911 and Rey 
Misterio Jr., Konnan vs. Sandman (Bloodbath), 
Sabu vs. Steve Richards, Rob Van Dam vs. Axl 
Rotten, Scorpio vs, Mikey, Sabu ys. Van Dam, 
Misterio Jr. vs. Juventud Guerrera, Headhunt- 
ers return, Sandman vs. Raven. 


ECW TY 26 Raven and Richards vs. Dreamer 
and Douglas, Brian Pillman debuts in ECW. 
Headhunters vs. Bruise Brothers, Raven vs. 
Douglas (Pillman runs in). Sabu vs. Scorpio, 
Eliminators and Richards vs. Pitbulls and 
Francine (Triple Dog Collar Match). 


ECW TY 27 Headhunters vs. Gangstas, 
Cactus vs. Chris Jericho, Misterio Jr. vs. 
Guerrera (2 matches), Cactus vs. Mikey 
(Cactus’ last ECW match). Gangstas - 
Eliminators Brawl) 


ECW TY 28 Raven and Bruise Brothers vs. 
Dreamer, Douglas and Sandman. Sabu vs. 
Mikey, Taz vs. Jericho, Pitbulls and Dreamer 
vs. Bruises and lee, Dreamer vs. Lee, Raven vs. 
Douglas. 


ECW TY 29 Sabu vs VanDam, Douglas vs. 
Scorpio, Taz vs. Scorpio, Jericho vs. Mikey, 
Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators and Lee vs. 
Dreamer and Gangstas. 


ECW TV 30 Brian Lee and Bruise Brothers 
vs. Dreamer and Pitbulls, Raven vs, Pitbull 2, 
VanDam vs. Mikey, Douglas vs. Pitbull 2, 
Sandman vs Richards. 


ECW TV 31 Jericho vs. Pitbull #2, Dreamer 
vs. Lee (Weapons Match), Gangstas vs. 
Eliminators, Sabu vs, VanDam, Eliminators vs. 
Sabu and Mikey, Jerico vs. Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2 vs. Scorpio (4 Way Dance), 


ECW TV 32 Sabu vs. Louie Spicolli, 
Sandman vs. Richards, Eliminators vs. Okano 
and Yamada, Dreamer vs. Raven from Japan, 
Shane Douglas vs. Pitbull #2, and a 4-way 
dance for the Tag Titles. 
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ECW TV 33 Doug urnas vs. VanDam, Taz vs. 
Dreamer, Lee vs. Terry Gordy (Bad Street 
Match), Dudley vs. Axl and D-von Dudley. 


ECW TY 34 Sabu and VanDam vs. Furnas 
and Kroffat ( 30 minute draw) Taz vs. Johnny 
Smith, Eliminators and Lee vs. Dreamer and 
Gordy and Steve Williams, Douglas vs. Pitbull 
#2, Lee and Richards vs. Dreamer and 
Sandman (Ultimate Jeopardy). 


ECW TV 35 Jericho vs. Scorpio, Eliminators 
vs. Gangstas, Taz vs. Guido (Shoot Fight), 
Sandman vs. Scorpio, Douglas vs. Dreamer, 
Sabu and VanDam vs. Kroffat and Furnas. 


ECW TV 36 ECW Royal Rumble, Douglas 
and Francine vs. Dreamer and Beulah, Taz vs. 
VanDam, Raven vs. Mikey, Raven v. Sandman, 
Candito vs. VanDam. 


ECW TV 37 Gangstas vs. Morton and Rich, 
Raven vs. Sandman (Texas Death Match), 
Raven vs. Sandman (Hair vs. Belt), Raven vs. 
Steve Williams, Funk vs. Brian Lee. 


ECW TV 38 Funk vs. Tommy Rich, Sabu and 
VanDam ys. Eliminators (Tables and Ladders), 
Dudleys vs, Gangstas, Funk and Dreamer ys 
Lee and Raven, Lance Storm vs. Balls 
Mahoney. 


ECW TY 39 Taz vs. VanDam, Funk vs, Brian 
Lee, Balls vs. Sandman (Twice), Funk vs. Ax! 
Rotten, Sabu vs. Spike Dudley, Raven and 
Shane vs. Dreamer and Funk, Great Sasuke 
and Hamada and nanina vs Taka and Men’s 
Tech and Dick Togo (Michinoku Pro G-Man), 


ECW TY 40 Preview of “Barely Legal”, 
Eliminators vs. Dudleys vs, Gangstas (3 Way 
Dance), Video clips of “Barely Legal”, Rob 
Van Dam vs. Pitbull #2, and the Evolution of 
Mr. Monday Night. 


ECW TV 41 Gangstas vs. Dudleys vs. 
Eliminators (3 Way Dance), Bam Bam 
Bigelows return to ECW, Rude’s debut as TV 
commentator, Sabu and Van Dam vs. Taz and 
Candito, Dreamer vs. Spicolli, Sandman ys. 
Balls, Raven and Richards vs. Funk and 
Dreamer. 
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wrestling, it would have to be Randy Savage. Disciple at the time. Instead of 
The “Macho Man” has placed himself in a_ being grateful, “Macho Man” 
predicament. He’s turned his back on most of the knocked out Sting and pile- 
NWO, but he isn’t willing to rejoin the WCW side. drived him. Then he spat at 
Savage was engaged in a bloody cage match with Hogan and left the ring. 
Hulk Hogan at Uncensored when Sting dropped “Macho’s” attack on Sting 
from the ceiling to help Savage, who was being dou-_ was all the more surprising 


/ F THERE was ever a “man without a country” in ble-teamed by Hogan and The 


Can anyone trust the “Macho Man’? Both Hollywood Hogan and Sting 
continue to find out that Randy Savage isn’t the most stable person. 
He still considers himself NWO, though. 





because three days 
earlier at Thunder, 
Sting saved Savage 
from an NWO beating. 

“Did | ever ask for 
Sting’s help?” Savage 
said. “Let Sting take 
care of his own busi- 
ness and I'll take care of mine. I'll deal with 
the NWO on my own terms. Nobody from 
WCW is gonna tell the ‘Macho Man’ how to 
get it done.” 

Hogan says he couldn’t care less about 
who helps Savage; his intent is to get him 
back as a full-fledged member of the NWO. 

“The dude still belongs to us, as far as 
I’m concerned,” said Hogan. “He needs to 
get his head together and realize he has a 
spot in the NWO pecking order. As soon as 
he does that, things will be fine.” 

Meanwhile, the rift between Hogan and 
Kevin Nash is almost as wide. How serious 
is that situation? Nash has even taken to 
teaming with Savage on occasion just to 
enrage Hollywood. 

The rivalry between Bret Hart and Ric 
Flair has cooled down—for now. The 
“Hitman” and the “Nature Boy” recently 
have saved each other from NWO assaults, 
but that does not mean they are the best of 
friends. 

“People need to realize that | have 
always head a tremendous amount of 
respect for Ric Flair,” Hart said. “If | see the 
man being mistreated I’m going to take 
action. On the other hand, | intend to estab- 
lish myself strongly in WCW, and | won't 
allow anyone to stop me.” 

Flair insists he has no problem with 
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Maybe Ric Flair and Bret Hart can peacefully co-exist in a 
federation after all. They ve called a truce in their feud, but it 
doesn't seem like they re best friends yet. 





Hart's attitude toward him. 

“All Bret is doing is looking out for himself,” said 
Flair, “and | certainly can understand that. That's sim- 
ply what I’m doing. We need as many allies as we 
can find to defeat the NWO, and you won't find many 
better than Bret Hart.” 

The two men have found a common enemy in the 
NWO’s Curt Hennig, but it seems to me that Hart 
has fallen right into an NWO trap. The longer Hennig 
keeps Hart occupied, the less Hogan has to worry 
about him. 

Eddy Guerrero intends to settle his differences 
with his nephew Chavo Guerrero Jr. right now. After 
Eddy lost to Booker T at Uncensored, he attacked 
Chavo, who was ringside to see his uncle’s failed 
effort to capture the WCW TV belt. 

“Chavo looked pretty happy after | lost!” said 
Eddy. “That’s an embarrassment to the family! 
That’s an embarrassment to me! The kid doesn’t 
know what he’s doing.” Eddy is attempting to get 
his nephew to change his ways. Chavo Jr. agreed 
to start doing things Eddy’s way if Eddy could beat 
him on Thunder, and since he did, Chavo Jr, has 
been forced to wear Eddy Guerrero T-shirts and 
accompany his uncle to ringside. So far, he hasn’t 
adopted Eddy’s bad attitude. Let’s hope he resists 
that temptation. 
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The younger Guerrero has made no apologies for 
his behavior. 

“Yes, | was happy that Booker won the match,” 
Chavo said. “He’s my friend, and I’m not going to let 
my uncle prevent me from supporting my friends! | 
believe in family, too, but Eddy definitely isn’t con- 
ducting himself like a Guerrero should.” 

Bill Goldberg is becoming more popular by the 
day, but he, like Savage, is not ready to identify him- 
self with a particular group. At a recent edition of 
Thunder, Goldberg hit the ring and cleared it of sev- 
eral NWO members who had ganged up on Rick 
Steiner. 

“| don’t like seeing anyone victimized by gang 
attacks like that,” Goldberg said. “But as far as get- 
ting involved in an NWO war? | don’t know. | have to 
think about what’s best for my career.” 

“At least Goldberg isn’t taking the path my brother 
took,” Rick said of Scott Steiner, the NWO’s newest 
addition. “He saved me from some serious trouble 
and I’m grateful. I’ll help him in return anytime, no 
matter what he thinks about the NWO.” 


ye 


Bill Goldberg keeps winning and winning and winning. And 
he has now interjected himself into the NWO-WCW war. He 
helped Rick Steiner out of a jam recently. 
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U.S. champ Dallas Page had a smile on his face when he 
found out he was getting a shot at the World title. Even 
though Sting beat him, DDP remained upbeat afterward. 





U.S. champion “Diamond” Dallas Page quietly 
pushed for a long time to get a shot at the WCW World 
title. He finally received his chance at Monday Nitro in 
March. DDP lost after Sting blocked his “Diamond cut- 
ter’ and finished him with a Scorpion deathdrop, but he 
is confident he'll get more opportunities. 

“| have an important belt,” said Page, “but | want 
the World title. I’ve got all the respect in the world for 
Sting. We had a great match, and | hope it’s not the 
last time.” Now WCW’s other secondary champi- 
ons—Booker T and Chris Jericho—are also pushing 
to get World title matches. 

Page’s effort against Sting was impressive, but his 
effort at Uncensored was darned near heroic. After 
absorbing a terrible beating. DDP literally crawled 
back to the ring to defeat Chris Benoit and Raven to 
win their three-way, no-DQ U.S. title match. 

“| have to give the guy credit,” said Benoit. “There | 
was thinking it was down to Raven and me for the 
belt, and here comes Page. I’m not happy about it, of 
course, but it happened. 

Juventud Guerrera did his part in the fight 
against the NWO, scoring an impressive win over 
Konnan at Uncensored ... Roddy Piper is back 
again, and in addition to wrestling, he has been given 
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the authority to make matches. Does anyone under- 
stand that? 

Chris Jericho may be overbearing and arrogant, 
but the man does know how to wrestle. He demon- 
strated that again at Uncensored, where he success- 
fully defended the cruiserweight title against Dean 
Malenko. Malenko got so upset afterward that he 
told everyone that he was so frustrated over having 
lost four straight pay-per-view matches that he was 
going home. But that doesn’t mean he has retired. 

“| just have to find my edge again,” he told me 
from his home in Tampa. “I need a break.” 

Jericho, however, thinks Malenko is through. 

“Man of a thousand holds?” Jericho retorted. 
“Well, | guess he'll need 1,001 to beat me! You know, 
he’s not nearly good enough to beat me. I’ve proven 
that, and if he can’t handle that fact, he better find 
something else to do with his life. | don’t know what 
the big deal is. No one is as good as me.” 

Oh, be quiet. Please! oO 
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Dean Malenko made good on his promise to go home after 
losing to Chris Jericho at Uncensored. Jericho will not be 
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Don’t go to the 


concession stand or 
glance down at your 
program when you 
see Bill Goldberg 
walking to the ring. 
While you’re 
missing his entire 
match by blinking, 
~ he may be missing 
his chance to 
develop into a 
true superstar 
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By Harry Burkett 


OME THINGS IN life should 
S» done quickly: running a 

100-yard dash and escaping 
a burning building, for example. 
Other things should be done more 
slowly: relaxing on Sunday after- 
noons, driving on icy roads, and 
sucking butterscotch candy. 

Bill Goldberg should learn to dis- 
tinguish between the two. 

Goldberg walks to the ring very 
slowly. He ends his matches very 
quickly. In fact, his work in the 
squared circle often takes less time 
than his entrance. The ex-Atlanta 


Falcon, at 6’3”, 270 pounds, wres- , 


tles like he played football: hard 
and fast. 

His strategy is simple. He over- 
whelms opponents at the opening 
bell by pounding their backs with 
forearm shots, then weakens them 
further with clotheslines and tack- 
les. If his foe is lucky enough to 
mount a defense, Goldberg simply 
grunts, takes a few steps back, and 
knocks his opponent flat on his 
back by rushing into his midsection. 
This inevitably draws a huge 
response from the crowd as he 
yanks his opponent off the mat and 
executes a devastating brain- 
buster/powerslam, otherwise 
known as a “jackhammer.” 

This game plan worked well in 
Goldberg’s early bouts against 
inexperienced opponents. It also 
worked amazingly well when he 
started facing veterans such as 
Steven Regal, Brad Armstrong, 
Barry Darsow, and Vincent. And he 
won those bouts in less than two 
minutes; that’s less time than it 
takes to heat a frozen waffle. Will 
this strategy work when the rookie 
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faces WCW’'s top stars? 
“Probably not,” replied Lex 
Luger, who has kept a close eye on 
Goldberg’s progress. “And by say- 
ing that, I’m not taking anything 
away from Goldberg. That ap- 
proach can get you far in wrestling, 


but you always hit a wall. It’s 
impossible to crack the top tier 
without having a broader reper- 
toire.” 

Luger should know. His rookie 
year was not unlike Goldberg’s: 
strength, fast matches, and lots of 


Se! 


_ Armstrong, a crafty scientif- 
ic wrestler, can’t overcome | 
Goldberg's strength. Gold- 
berg might find himself in ) 
trouble, though, against an | | 
opponent closer to his own |) 
size and power ... or some- 
one who knows how to pace 
himself. 





23 


After a knee to the chest (above 
left), Sick Boy is looking, well, 
rather sick (right), If Goldberg is 
to truly test his skills, he needs to 
face a better class of opponent. 


acclaim. But before long, he real- 
ized he needed to take a longer 
view of himself than the five min- 
utes he was spending in the ring. 
“J.J. Dillon, who managed me 
during my sophomore year, told me 
to stretch some of my five-minute 
matches into 10- or 15-minute 
matches,” Luger said. “I thought he 
was crazy. | mean, why should | 
give someone an extra 10 minutes 
to beat me? But | was looking at it 
all wrong. J.J. said a great wrestler 
should be able to beat an opponent 
within any time period, whether it’s 
five minutes or 15 minutes or an 
hour. If Goldberg doesn’t have the 
ability to let a match go over 10 
minutes and still come out on top, 
maybe he isn’t that good after all.” 
In the case of Goldberg, though, 
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what is the difference between a 
two-minute match and a 10-minute 
match? 

Plenty. 

First, he isn’t learning how to 
cope with an opponent's offense. Is 
he fast enough to duck away from 
a dropkick? Can he reverse a small 
package? No one even knows if 
Goldberg can escape an armbar. 

Second, Goldberg doesn’t know 
the limits of his stamina. No matter 
how good a wrestler’s cardiovas- 
cular conditioning is, fatigue will 
always become a factor in a truly 
competitive contest. When should 
he slow down the action with 
headlocks or leglocks? When 
Goldberg does begin to tire, is he 
able to regulate his breathing to 
conserve oxygen? 


Goldberg claims to have a 
whole arsenal of maneuvers and 
holds that he would rather not 
employ until it is absolutely neces- 
sary. He says WCW's finest will be 
very surprised if they try to push 
him to the limit. But it may be 
Goldberg who is surprised when 
he discovers that Scott Hall and 
Kevin Nash aren't as pliable as 
Power Plant trainees. His best bet 
is to practice these moves on gen- 
uine competitors right away. 

Men who have already faced the 
undefeated Goldberg are in unique 
positions to reveal the big man’s 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Darsow, although he lost to Gold- 
berg, gave him one of his toughest 
match to date. It lasted almost two 
minutes. 
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“| never believed all the hype 
about Goldberg—until | faced him,” 
Darsow said. “l remember bounc- 
ing off the ropes and hitting him 
with a shoulder tackle. It felt like | 
broke my collarbone. That’s when | 
allowed the match to spill out to the 
arena floor and waited for him to 
rush toward me. Sure enough, he 
did. And | moved out of the way 
fairly easily. But my shoulder was 
already spent. He regained the 
advantage and hit me with that 
‘jackhammer once we got back in 
the ring. 

“It reminds me of when my old 
partner Nikita Koloff made his 
debut in 1984. About 90 percent of 
the time, Nikita destroyed his oppo- 
nents in less than three minutes. 
But once a match stretched over 
15 minutes, against guys like Ric 
Flair and Magnum T.A., he strug- 
gled a lot more. That's when his 
uncle lvan forced him to wrestle for 
at least five minutes at a time. That 


would be good advice for Gold-. 


berg, too.” 
Others think this criticism of 
Goldberg is premature. 
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We know Goldberg can 
obliterate WCW mid- 
carders such as Glacier, 
but what will happen when 
he faces someone like 
Scott Hall or Kevin Nash? 
Is he ready to test himself 
against men like that? 





The “jackhammer” pounds 


Glacier into the mat, but it’s 
going to take more than one 
move for Goldberg to achieve 
lasting success. 





“Critics of Bill Goldberg should 
remember he has been wrestling 
for only about six months,” said 
WCW broadcaster Tony Schia- 
vone. “In this short. period, 
Goldberg has already become a 
master of timing, which is an 
often-overlooked element to being 
a wrestler. His ‘jackhammer,’ for 
example, requires precision tim- 
ing. Goldberg must jerk his oppo- 
nent’s neck down at the same time 
he’s guiding the man’s body into a 
powerslam position. If Goldberg is 
showing that kind of finesse now, | 
have every reason to believe he 
will be a natural for other aspects 
of the sport.” 

Schiavone could be right. 
Criticizing Goldberg at this early 
stage might be unfair. Maybe 
Goldberg impresses us so much 
that we just want to see more of 
him. But the question remains: Will 
Goldberg still be a phenom at the 
2:01 mark? Oo 
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June 1983; Rick Martel in 1983; A Year Of Greatness .,. Or 
Disaster? Centerfold: Cowboy Bob Orton. Plus: Midnight 
Rider-Sullivan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Brisco, Slaughter- 
Wanz, 

June 1984: The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is 
Afraid To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: Dick Slater. Pius: 
Hulk Hogan, Magnur-ll, Patera & Blackwell-Rock 'n’ Rolls, 
One Man Gang. 

July 1984: Jimmy Valiant's Message To The Fans: “It's 
Time For You To Boogie Woogie!" Centerfold: Paul 
Ellering. Plus: Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, 
Sheik Al-Kaissie, Barry Windham. 

November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter: "| Pledge Allegiance To 
The Fans!" Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Superstar 
Graham, Road Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & 
Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 

December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From 
Barry Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick 
Martel, Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus; Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness, Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “i Want Piper!"—Even If It Kills 
The Tonga Kid, Centerfold; Ronnie Garvin, Plus; Flair- 
Rhodes, Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 
September 1985: Magnum T.A.: He's Got Millions Of 
Fans, But He's The Lonellest Man In Wrestling. 
Centerfold: Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich- 
Adams, Hacksaw Duggan. 

October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 

May 1987: Hulk vs. Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Williams. Plus: Capt, Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Tourney, Jim Comette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von 
Erich. 

June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: 
Martel & Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. 
Plus: Hogan-Steamboat, Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will 
Nikita Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. 
Plus: Road Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry Windham. 
dune 1988: Is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
Tully Blanchard, Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, A! 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco, 

August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 
Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno 
Sammartino, Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert, 

November 1988: He's Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 


Hyatt, Rock 'n' Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax 
& Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure, 

December 1988; The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jerry Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag title, 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestieMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n’ Rolis-British Bulldogs. 
July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | 
Beat Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 

August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! 
Ultimate Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: 
Lex Luger. Plus: Steamboat-Flalr, Dusty Rhodes. 





October 1989; Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More 
Awesome—Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting, Jimmy Snuka, Lawier-Perez, Dallas Page. 

November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold; Ric Flair, Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate 
Warrior, Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 

December 1989: The Young & Restless; The NWA’'s 
Future Is In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: 
Brutus Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, 
British Bruisers. 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 


Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger’s Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The 
“Total Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: 
Bret Hart. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni 
Adams. 


March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement '89 awards, Unotficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990. 

April 1990: PWI Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair's Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania Vi. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, 
Eric Embry, Rock ‘n' Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 

June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI 
Won't Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita 
Koloff, Comette-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson- 
Sawyer, boxers vs, wrestlers, 

duly 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People's Choice, Centerfold: Rick Martel, Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees, 


September 1990; The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption, Centerfold; The Steiners. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt 
Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting's Paintul Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake, Plus: 
Orndorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This 
ls A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors. 
Plus: Rude-Warrior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscie and 


power. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 
1991 calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott 
Steiner, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement '90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991; Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: 
Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior, 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24? 
Centerfold: Am Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Steamboat. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero, Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan, Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Steiners, Simmons-Reed, 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Pillman. 
Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition, 
August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warnor, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991; Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan-Silaughter, 
Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow, 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

December 1991: PWI 500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. 
Plus: Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
An Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue); 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement '91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; 
Forecast For Luger: Relgn Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. 
Plus; Eaton & Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF 
madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude. 
Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, 
Randy Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania VIII. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus; Ultimate Warrior, Randy 
Savage, Sting, Terry Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Kolotf. Plus: Steiners, Barry 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels, 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At SummerSlam! 
Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF 
tide controversy, fire match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus; Honky Tonk Man, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 





December 1992: PW/ 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection, Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Pius: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993; The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Wrestling's Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

April 1995; WWF Title Turmoll. Centerfold; Sabu. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Cornette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chris Candido. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “I Can't Take It Anymore!” 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Sherri, revitalize the WWF. 
April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Sever, Ric Flair, Giant. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? 
Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 
Flair, 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Xil. 
Centerfold: Sunny, Plus; Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy 
Hart, Sting-Flair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 
September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior, Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold; Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 
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December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col. Parker. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PW 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NWO’s Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr, Plus; Marc Mero, Lord Steven 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My 
Life.” Centerfold: "Psycho" Sid. Plus: Kroffat & Furnas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold; Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff 
Jarrett, Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 


Pross Conterence: Terry Funk 


Why Piper & Flair Will Feud Again | 





May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman, 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW/ Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored, 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Malvia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators, 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards '97; WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania XIII, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs. Lex Luger, 
Plus: Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold; Bret Hart. Plus: 
Piper & Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold; The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin 
Nash, Big Van Vader, ECW. 

November 1997: WWF-WCW Death Match: PWI'S Plan To 
Prevent Centerfokd: Rob Van Dam. Plus: 
Debra & Jarrett, “Psycho” Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart. 
December 1997: Ken Shamrock’s Deadly Climb To The 
Top. Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth. Plus: Perry Satum, 
WWF light heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero. 
Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): PW/ 500. Centerfold: Dean 
Malenko. 

January 1998: Bagwell, Wright, & Jericho—The Real New 
World Order, Centerfold: Dude Love. Plus: The Giant, Shane 
Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Ahmed Johnson. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The 
Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 16- 
page Starrcade preview, Perry Saturn, Dude Love. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year In Wrestling. 
1997 In Review, Achievement '97 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1998. 

April 1998; The DeGeneration X Debate: Will It Save Or 
Ruin The WWF? Centerfold: Ken Shamrock. Plus: Bret Hart, 
Undertaker-Kane, Melanie Pillman. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It, But,., 
Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold; Ric Flair, Plus; 
Marc Mero, Taka Michinoku, Taz, Starrcade match-by-match, 
June 1998 (Special Issue); The 1998 PW/ Poll. Centerfold: 
Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg. 
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PSICOSIS vs..PRINCE IAUKEA:;,Psicosis and 
Prince laukea are two of WCW’s most agile com- 
petitors, so you know when they meet in the ring to 
expect a high-flying affair. Here, Psicosis uses a 
huracanrana on laukea. 


HAMMER vs. DALLAS PAGE: Hammer may be 
another mindless flunky of Raven, but he is a 
big, strong flunky, and he gave DDP all he 
could handle before The Flock interfered. 


SCOTT STEINER vs. MARTY JANNETTY: At least 
the “new” Scott Steiner hasn't altered his style 
inside the ring. He is as strong and punishing as 
ever, and just as agile, as Jannetty found out when 
Scott used this “Frankensteiner.” 
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RANDY SAVAGE & STINGwsy»SC HALL & HOLLYWOOD 
HOGAN: NWO outcas A Randy Savage delivers a 
double-axhandle to former comrade Scott Hall. What was that 
about being NWO for life? 25 


PERRY SATURNwys. DISCO INFERNO: Though he's not 


feelings of deja vu? Well, it Sh 
Hennig have resumed a feud i 
the WWF, where the two faced off 


CHRIS BENOIT vs. RAVEN: “The Canadian Crippler” exe- 
cutes a German suplex/o is h-rival. How can Benoit 
ever expect to put an en th ud with Raven if the 
eccentric Svengalf a on oa ~ 
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YY, vet Hart's defection to WCW was supposed to 
energize and further his career. To date, it has 
done neither. In fact, it has only brought him 
less-than-spectacular results. Could a decision 
that once seemed so right suddenly be so wrong? 
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As a WCW star, Bret’s done a 
lot of talking (opposite page, 
left), and has had a brief feud 
with Ric Flair (left), but he 
can’t begin to match Flair’s 
stature in the federation ... yet. 
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By Steve Anderson 


searching for greener grass 
through the latter part of 1997. 
He was, of course, growing more 
and more dissatisfied with the direc- 
tion of the WWF and how his career 
was being affected by it. So, with a 
new contract and a punch to the 
chin of a certain WWF owner, the 
“Hitman” headed for WCW. He was 
attracted by the greener pastures. 
The green was the color of 
money from a lucrative multi-year 
contract ... but the pasture was 
actually about the same. Bret 
thought WCW was the solution to 
his problems; it may have served as 
only a continuation of them. 
Okay, so Hart entered WCW with 
a great deal of fanfare, and 
deservedly so. He was placed 
smack-dab in the middle of 
wrestling’s “world war,” WCW vs. 
the NWO. He helped save Nitro 


bese: HART WAS desperately 
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A meaningless feud with Brian Adams 
isn’t quite the kind of WCW campaign 
Hart had in mind. He probably expected 
to be wrestling in main events by now. 
He’s not, though. 


from the NWO and ensured that the 
World title came back to WCW. 
Hart thought it was just the start of 
a great career in his new federation. 

Uh, not quite. 

Hasn't been great yet. Good, 
maybe, but great? Not by Bret 
Hart's standards. 

From that point, Hart had a mini- 
feud with Ric Flair in which he was 
hardly the fan favorite. The honey- 
moon with the fans was about over 
the minute he challenged a WCW 
icon. He is still targeting the NWO, 
but the shuffle that he was sup- 
posed to be on top of is now 
enveloping him. 

Think of it: In the past six 
months, Bret Hart has gone from 
WWE World champion to WCW 
mid-carder. Okay, so on the cards 
on which he does appear, he usual- 
ly wrestles toward the end of the 
night, but he’s not a main-eventer. 

“| definitely had expectations 
when | entered WCW,” said Hart. “I 
wanted to get right into the mix 
between WCW and the NWO. And 
I'm doing everything | can to stay in 
that mix. | have to be patient.” 

But patience is something for 
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which Bret Hart is not known, and 
something many people feel he 
doesn't necessarily need. After all, 
Hulk Hogan entered WCW and 
received an immediate title shot. 
Kevin Nash and Scott Hall broke 
down the doors and were featured 
in main event matches right away. 
Why should a five-time former 
WWF World champion have to 
wait? 

“It's ridiculous when you think 
about it,” said Davey Boy Smith, 
Hart's brother-in-law. “Bret’s track 
record speaks for itself. He should 
have walked in and received a title 
shot immediately.” 

The questions are obvious: Did 
Bret make the right decision? Is he 
happy with WCW? 

The answers are not so obvious. 

Happiness is a relative term. 
Hart’s happiness is based on his 
expectations. But when he made 
his decision to leave the WWF, he 
wasn’t dreaming of becoming an 
upper mid-carder. He most likely 


had visions of facing off with Hogan 
in his first pay-per-view experience. 
But can Bret continue to be motivat- 
ed by patience, or will hastiness 
take over? 

The “Hitman” has made his 
share of hasty decisions in the past. 
His turn against American fans after 
WrestleMania XIIl was sudden and 
shocking. He didn’t exactly ponder 
the pros and cons when he told all 
the American wrestling fans to kiss 
his posterior. He also acted hastily 
in walloping his old boss, a man 
named Vince McMahon, on his way 
out the WWF's door. 

“lm an emotional person. I’m 
very reactionary and | care what 
people think,” recalled Hart. “But 
that’s what has gotten me to where 
|.am_ at this point, and I’m not look- 
ing back. | don’t like to live with 
regrets.” 

So will Bret’s hasty decision- 
making process continue? Will the 
newfound WCW devotee become 
frustrated and lash out again? If he 


More matches against Adams won't win Hart any titles—or even many title 
matches. He needs to do more to prove himself in WCW. Let’s hope for his 
sake that he remains patient. 





WRESTLE AMERICA 









does, what are his options? About 
the only thing left for him to do is 
join Hogan’s minions in the NWO? 
Many say that scenario is unlikely, 
that Hart wouldn't be willing to play 
a role subservient to that of Hogan. 
But who imagined Hart turning bad 
last year, or even leaving the WWF 
with a right cross to McMahon's 
chin? 

“Bret Hart is a closet NWO fan,” 
opined Eric Bischoff. “He has seen 
that aligning yourself with WCW can 
only reduce your stock value. It’s 


than fight? 


still not too late for Bret. Under the 
right circumstances, we would wel- 
come him into the fold and ensure 
that he is not “The Invisible Man” 
anymore. If he wants the fans’ 
acceptance, he knows where to go.” 

Bischoff is partially right. A major- 
ity of fans cheer when the NWO 
theme music is played in anticipa- 
tion of the appearance of their 
favorite anti-hero. The response to 
Bret to date has not been as enthu- 


Eric Bischoff looks on as Gene Okerlund interviews Bret. Bischoff calls Hart a 
“closet NWO fan.” We don't think he'd be happy in that organization. 
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As he applies a “sharpshooter” on Adams, Hart is attacked by Curt 
Hennig (left). While the “Hitman” tries to deal with Hennig, Adams and 
Rick Rude attack him (below). Would Hart rather switch to the NWO 


siastic. Lukewarm—even tepid—fan 
response does not sit well with him. 
And we all know how much Hart 
hates_it when fans cheer for 
wrestlers who aren’t what he per- 
ceives to be great role models. Hart 
has show a low tolerance for such 
behavior. 

In the WWF, the “Hitman” was 
the equivalent of Sting or 
“Diamond” Dallas Page in WCW. 
But his influence in WCW is 
nowhere near what it was in his 
old promotion. He is looked upon 
as one rung below, as someone 
who needs to earn his keep. It 
almost seems like the ‘80s version 
of professional wrestling, where a 
past in another promotion is for- 
gotten. 

“| come from the old school of 
professional wrestling, where a 
wrestler, no matter who he is, has 
to prove his merit,” said Hart. “I’m 
willing to think things through and 
wait for my time. It will come soon 
enough. Do | hope it’s sooner than 
later? Who wouldn't?” » 

We can only hope that time will 
come with Bret still sporting his 
usual pink and black ... and not the 
colors of another organization. © 
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HEIGHT: 5'5" 

WEIGHT: 165 

HOMETOWN: Mexico City, 
Mexico 

MAJOR TITLES HELD: 

WCW cruiserweight (1998) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: 

Aerial ability 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 

Lack of size 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 

450 splash 

CLOSEST ALLY: Rey Misterio Jr. 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Chris Jericho 

BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
Ultimo Dragon for the WCW 
cruiserweight title, January 8, 1998 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: 

To re-establish himself as the 

top contender for the WCW 
cruiserweight belt 

Me) Ser sy.\\ le] i eloy.\ Bea Kon cclerct ia) 
the respect of those fans, especially 
the ones in Mexico who were 
disappointed in him after he was 


unmasked by Chris Jericho 

HE SAID IT: “Losing my mask VE 

hurt, but | will not quit wrestling. | ; i ~ahl 
will get revenge on Jericho and vs 


make my amigos proud of me 
again.” 
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Sure you can handle another 
issue of Bad Guys? 


WE HEAR YA - 


Go ahead, get it off your 
chest 


TALKIN’ TRASH 

by Donna Careie-Fromme 
Your lifeline to the mat 
sport's hottest gossip 


WIMPS & WARRIORS 


Exposing today’s stars for 
what they really are 


BAD-O-CHARTSI 

HOW EIGHT OF OUR 
FAVORITES RANK IN SIX 
KEY CATEGORIES! 


Find out how some of the 
best bad guys rate 


10 QUESTIONS WITH ... 
JESSE JAMES 

Oh, you didn’t know? 
Well, you’re gonna find out 
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RULEBREAKER HALL OF 
FAME: DICK THE BRUISER 


This former football star was 
one of wrestling’s first great 
bad men 


BAD GUYS RATINGS 


The most accurate ratings 
you'll find anywhere! 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


We'll even break them down 
for you 


LOOKIN’ BAD 
Riddle me this: What does a 
Mad Russian eat? 








HE REVIEWS ARE continuing 
to roll in. WRESTLING BAD 
Guys is becoming the pub- 
lishing equivalent of Titanic. Except 
we are absolutely unsinkable! 
Record sales are making us the 
buzz of the wrestling world, 
although management is refusing 
to open their books to me. Chalk 
it up to yet another conspiracy. 
Bill Apter was the only one 
with the courage (?) to publicly 
state his opposition to this mag- 
azine-within-a-magazine. Not 
that | agree with his diatribe. 
Frankly, | found him both hypo- 
critical and weak in his convyic- 
: tions. He supports a pro-fan favorite 
: magazine. Yeah, right. Like all the 
: other rags don’t support hand-slap- 
: ping and butt-kissing ad nauseum and 
: criticize any alternative point of view. 
: Everyone else in this company has hid 
: under their desk and behind their key- 
: boards when the subject of WBG has 
: come up. Their criticism is cloaked 
: and qualified. Judging from the reac- 
: tion and sales, we are not only here 
: to stay, but will soon be the flagship 
: publication for this company. Fans, 
: friends, and foes have filled up our e- 
: mailbox (wrestlingbadguys@yahoo 
.com). You should, too. 
In this issue, we get down to brass 
: tacks when it comes to the rulebreak- 
: ing quality of eight truly great bad guys 
: in the sport today. We rate each one 
ona scale of one to 10 in a myriad 
: categories that range from their com- 
: mitment to rulebreaking to their 
: overall deceptive abilities. By doing 


: this, we put great men like Kevin 
: Nash, Kane, Rocky Maivia, and Jeff 
: Jarrett under our microscope. We call 
: it the “Bad-O-Charts.” 


Oh, you didn’t know? We also pin 


: down one-half of the WWF World 
; tag team champions, “Road Dog” 
: Jesse James, in “Ten Questions.” 
' You'll gain new insight into the mind 
: of one of the fastest-rising rulebreak- 


ing forces in professional wrestling. 


: We also cover his affinity for dump- 
: sters and South Park. 


Also in this issue, the legendary 
Dick the Bruiser is inducted into our 


. BAD Guys Hall of Fame. The two- 
: sport star blazed a trail of terror for 


four decades all over the world. He 


: excelled in both singles and tag team 
' wrestling and faced just about every 
: major star of his time. There may be 
: many imitating his rough and gruff 
: style, but there will never be anoth- 
: er. Frankly, this tribute was long 
: overdue. 


So open your minds and read on. 
And if the detractors at Wrestle 
America and around the world don’t 


: like it, you can wallow in your own 


written worm slime while you cheer 


: for some scrubbed-faced hero. | will 


take the unwashed of wrestling any 


' day of the week. 


You will find that this third trip to 


: the “dark side” makes the ongoing 
; journey more satisfying each and 
i every time. Remember, my adoring 
: public, the truth hurts—and | am 
| holding the whip. 


Brandi Mankiewicz 
Editorial Conscience 
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PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

All the information you want is right here—each and every 

week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 


GET IT INSTANTANEOUSLY-VIA E-MAIL! 

For those fans who can't get their news fast enough, PW/ 
Weekly is now available via e-mail. No longer will you 
have to wait for your postal delivery. PW/ Weekly is pro- 
duced every Monday and sent to e-mail subscribers that 
very evening! You'll receive electronic text files only, but 
you'll get them fast—and at no extra cost! 


Zeeess | STILL NOT SURE? 

= 5 Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No prob- 
lem! Just send us $1.95 and we’ll send you a sample 
copy hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for sin- 
gle-issue orders.) 
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PUBLISHER'S WARNING: Subscribing To PW! Weekly 


Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge: 
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! Cc) NEW (1 RENEWAL — I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. ; 
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Werest.ine Bap Guys 
welcomes your letters — 
but we also reserve the 
right to respond to | 
them ... whether you 
like it or not! Address 
your letters to: 


We Hear Ya! 

clo WRESTLING BAD Guys 

P.O. Box 1148 

Fort Washington, PA 19034 

Or e-mail us at: 
WrestlingBadGuys@yahoo.com 


_— 


40 


MAD AS HECK 


WRESTLING BAD Guys is back and 
mad as heck! | love it. Finally, an 
objective point of view from the 
true “Queen” of professional 


wrestling. | loved everything about » 
it. My question is, how long before : 


WRESTLING BAD Guys gets its due 


: and its very own monthly (or even | 
: weekly) magazine? 


MANNY ZADRA 


Palo Alto, CA ; 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The 


grand conspiracy against the 


rulebreaking point of view on 
the part of this publishing 
company was only tempered 
by our inclusion in Wrestle 


| America. With this, the third 


issue, our momentum is truly 


















building. Already our e-mail 
box is filling up with praise and 
adulation from fans who were 
formerly ashamed of their 
rulebreaking preference. This 
is more than a magazine. This 
is a revolution! Keep those let- 
ters coming. WRESTLING BAD 
Guys as its own mag should 
only be the start. 


EIGHTY -SYXXED 


What’s up with WCW firing 
Syxx? That seems so cruel after the 
guy had almost been paralyzed. 
Now | hear he’s negotiating with 
the WWF, and | say good for him, 
and |’m glad he’s all right. Well, 
that’s what's on my mind, Brandi. 
Could you tell me what the heck is 
actually happening? 

SEAN MEYERS 
Kensington, MD 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Outside 
of the Syxx firing question, this 
letter brings up various exis- 
tential issues with this reader. 
Obviously, the status of Syxx 
fills up the brain of this simple- 
minded plebe. We feel your 
pain, Sean, but not your igno- 
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rance. As far as what is actual- : 
ly happening, | believe that | 
you’re in a room with rubber | 
on the walls and you are : 
banned from using any sharp | 
objects. Call the nurse! Time | 


for your medication. 


EVERYONE'S A CRITIC 


What has happened to Raw? |: 
don’t want to believe that Mc- : 
Mahon (or whoever truly does run : 
the WWF) has succumbed to the : 
pressures of ratings. Lately, Raw | 
has turned into nothing but an | 
infomercial for Steve Austin, DX, | 
and various go-nowhere interviews. : 

TONY R. ESPINOZA : 
demonpimp@juno.com - 


EDITOR’S NOTE: We find : 
it amazing how the ratings | 
game has changed the face of | 
professional wrestling. Now | 
every fan is both a television : 
critic and a ratings analyst. No | 
longer are they content with | 
just watching the shows. They : 
need to break down every : 
match and every quarter-hour : 
Nielsen number. Leave the : 
programming decisions to the | 
experts. If you don’t like it, : 
Tony, then simply find that | 
clicker under the potato chip- © 
filled cushions and change the : 


channel. 


BADDEST FAN 
ON THE PLANET 


| know for a fact that Mike : 
Tyson won't be biting Cactus Jack’s = 
ear. Vader already took care of his | 
ear. | think Mike Tyson would : 
make a good tag team partner for : 
Owen Hart. If you want to talk : 


about egos, | believe Bischoff has 


world and he’s the biggest wimp. | 


Gibby” said so! 
KEVIN GIBSON 
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This man’s name is ‘Stone-Cold” Steve 


Austin, and that’s the bottom line. If you 
_don't like it, he doesn’t really give a damn. 
Those are Austin’s lines. They shouldn’t be 
applied to other people's lives. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: So much 


: for a one-tracked wrestling 
the biggest ego in the wrestling : 
: ad of issues brought up by this 
thought Bischoff was some karate | 
expert? Yeah, right. That’s the bot- | 
tom line, because “Stone-Cold : 


fan’s mind. We notice the myri- 


tortured soul and we will try in 
earnest to address them all. | 
believe Tyson has retired the 
Ear-Biting Championship belt. 


The Tyson-Hart question obvi- 
Toronto, Ontario : 


ously shows that you are the 





victim of some type of blunt- 
force trauma. Bischoff’s ego? 
Enormous, but you can’t deny 


i the results. Karate expertise 
: didn’t get him in to the front 
: office of WCW. By the way, 
: nice imitation. You almost had 
: us fooled into believing you 
: were a bald-pated, goatee- 
: sporting hypocrite. y 


4\ 


The hottest gossip? 
The inside scoop? 


Donna Garcia-Fromme 


has it all and more! 





Randy Savage as full-fledged leader 
of the NWO? Could happen soon. 
Definitely could happen soon. | 
hear he has the support of a few : 
key members. 
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By Donna Garcia-Fromme 


It is the one question on the 
minds of all those who dish dirt : 
in this great sport. Well, I'll try to : 
i break it all down without gouging you : 
i for the per-minute rates that bloat : 


Pisses WANTS TO know. | 


your phone bill. 


and Brian Adams. 


You will notice that | intentionally 
left out two big names from the NWO: 
roster. Curt Hennig and Rick Rude : 


are, from what | hear, on the fence on 


Is the NWO splintered: 
into two factions? Is there : 
truly a Hollywood Hogan 
side and a Randy Savage 
side? And if there is a line | 
drawn in the sand, who are 
the members who want 
Hogan out as leader? My : 
people-in-the-know say | 
that Savage’s claims may 
not be far from the truth. : 
For a long time now, | 
Kevin Nash and Scott | 
Hall have been second- : 
guessing their decision to : 
recruit Hollywood to the : 
Order. Hogan always lusts 
for the spotlight, and he is 
usually given it at the ex- : 
pense of The Outsiders. : 
Savage seems to be more : 
willing to share the wealth, 
so chalk them up as pro- } 
Macho. Joining them are : 
Buff Bagwell and Scott : 
Norton. Meanwhile, Ho- : 
gan enjoys the loyalties of Vincent : 





this Savage-Hogan dispute. They seem 
to be forging their own agenda and 
may not be long for the NWO. The 
two Minnesota boys feel that they only 
need each other. They might have 
grown tired of the dysfunction in the 
NWO. And if you’re wondering why 
Rude has been a little more active, he 
is rumored to be training for a return 
to his hip-swiveling, “Rude Awakening” 
ways within the squared circle. 

Are The Road Warriors long for 
the WWF tag team ranks? After their 
public dispute, they were absent from 
WWF programming for quite a while. 
Informed sources tell me that their 
problems started in 1991, when Hawk 
disappeared from the WWF. 

At that time, the falling-out was 
more private and they chose to go 
their separate ways. Soon, however, 
their paths crossed again and they 
decided to reform their tandem, but it 
was more business than personal the 
second time around. Tensions peaked 
after their umpteenth loss, and rumor 
has it that Animal and Hawk still 
have a lot of problems to work out. 
Don’t be surprised to see another 
blowup real soon! 

2K ok Ak 

You would think that since Scott 
Steiner’s betrayal of his brother, 
Rick, he would be ostracized from his 
family. Well, apparently the opposite 
has occurred. Those who reside in the 
neighborhood of Mama and Papa 
Steiner tell me that the rest of the 
family finds older brother Rick at fault. 
After all, Scott offered the olive branch 
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to his brother by opening the NWO 
door to the “Dogfaced Gremlin.” Rick 
not only turned it down, but he } 
attacked his sibling, along with Scott's 


newfound friends. 


Some family members even inter- 
vened and tried to convince Rick that 
he should stay at the side of his broth- 
er. Rick, a WCW loyalist, was shocked | 
by the lecture and has maintained little: 
communication with the family from | 
what I’m told. Could we see the } 
Steiner abode decorated in black and 


white soon? 





So many people want to sympa- 
thize with Rick Steiner in his feud : 
with his evil brother, Scott. But is 
the rest of the Steiner clan all that : 
happy with Rick? 


aK 


Jeff Jarrett’s defection from the | 
NWA may not have been as amicable 
as either side is leading you to believe. 
One hot rumor | hear is that Jeff was 
starting to resent the attention that 
Barry Windham was getting in his | 
feud with Bradshaw. Jarrett’s back- : 
to-the-basics approach was basically | 
boring him. He did hold the NWA 
North American title, but his goal 
when he returned to the WWF was : 


the World heavyweight belt. 


Tennessee Lee offered an oppor- 
tunity, and Jeff, on a handshake agree- | 
ment with Jim Cornette, jumped at : 
the chance to return to a dual role of : 
country singer and professional : 
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Tennessee Lee and Jeff Jarrett are | 
all smiles now, but they might not 
be if Jim Cornette and his NWA 
friends launch an attack against ; 


them. And that attack is coming! 


wrestler. Cornette was allegedly : 


shocked—and livid—at the sudden 


announcement. Don't be surprised if 


the NWA faction targets ol’ “Double- 
J” by the end of the summer. 
2 

Another threat in The 
Triple Threat? Here's a juicy 
one: The latest member in hot 
water is Chris Candido, and 
it has everything to do with his 
close association with Sunny. 
I've been told that both ECW 
heavyweight champ Shane 
Douglas and former ECW TV 
champ Bam Bam Bigelow 
have talked to Candido pri- 
vately about Sunny’s increas- 
ingly distracting role in the 
alliance. Candido needs to 
prove his moxie by putting 
Sunny in her place as both 
Douglas and Bigelow are 
threatening to do it them- 
selves. Also, Sunny has not 
been hitting it off with Fran- 
cine lately. 

With Douglas as leader and 
Bigelow as his first lieutenant, 
Candido, along with his “associate,” 
could become expendable. 


You should know by now that you | 
will never get this kind of gossip any- | 
where else. Remember, the rumor mill! 
never stops ... and I've got the key. Q 





Sunny isn’t shy about expressing 
her opinion to anyone, including 
Chris Candido. I’m told the rest of 


ECW’s Triple Threat wants 
Candido to express some opinions 
to Sunny. 
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Gutless wonders 
and brave athletes ... 
cowards and heroes ... 


those who flee and those 
who stand and fight ... 
these are wrestling’s 





BILL GOLDBERG IS A WIMP. \t was too good to be true. Those cheers are 
so seductive. It wasn’t broke, Billy boy, so why are you trying to fix it? For a 
while, the most dominant rookie in recent memory amassed an impressive win- 
ning streak while showing disdain for any show of support. So much for convic- 
tions. Goldberg actually helped fan favorites and attacked the NWO. Looks like 
we may have to retract 
that Prospect of the 
Year Award and pre- 
sent it to someone 
who won't betray the 
sacred realm of rule- 
breaking. By the way, 
that bald pate is the : 
perfect place to paint a 
target. It's bad enough 
that you’ve adopted 
Steve Austin’s look. 
Must you also duplicate 
his outright hypocrisy? 





FAAROOQ IS A WIMP. Was it really you who formed The Nation of 
Domination less than two years ago? Nah, it couldn’t have been. The Faarooq 
who did that had guts. The Faaroog who did that had a bad attitude. When that 
Faaroog got mad, he found a way to channel his anger (that usually means beat- 
ing up someone such as Ahmed Johnson). For months, we've listened to you 
whine and complain 
about how Rocky Maivia 
is trying to take over 
leadership of the NOD. 
Maybe, Faaroogq, that’s 
because he’s a stronger 
person than you are 
(and a much better 
wrestler). Last time we 
checked he had two I-C 
titles on his resume. 
You had none on yours. 
We'll take “The Rock” 
over you any day. 





44 WRESTLING BAD GUYS 





SCOTT STEINER IS A WARRIOR. 
We've seen the potential for years. 
Scott was a rulebreaking butterfly wait- 


ing to emerge from a stifling cocoon. At | 
the end of his first stint in WCW, he | 
focused on singles, gained an edge, and | 
won the TV title. But it was all for | 
naught as he rejoined bro Rick. Over | 


the past few months, he was a rule- 
breaker-in-training as he shoved refs, his 


manager, and his own sibling while flex- 


ing those impressive arms. Now it’s a 


new look and a new attitude for “White | 
Thunder.” We applaud Scott's declara- - 
tion of independence and pledge of alle- 
giance to the NWO. Turning on family 


members has become commonplace. 
But Scott made it interesting again. 


JEFF JARRETT IS A WARRIOR. A little identity crisis never hurt anyone. 
Jarrett longed for tradition and discovered that his tradition is grounded in his 


slightly fabricated country music 
history. This is the Jarrett that we 
found palatable. “Double-]” didn’t 
bore us with drivel about what he 
was going to do to save the USWA. 
He thrilled us with his ability and a 
song or two. He is about glitz and 
glamour, but his singing and strut- 
ting are merely a complement to 
his exceptional skills in between the 
ropes. Too many fans are bemoan- 
ing his decision to become 
“Double-]” again. Why? He looked 
within and was honest with himself. 
Hey, “Double-J,” consider us your 
baby, and you’re back with us 
tonight. 
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How Eight Of Our Favorites Rank In Six Key Categories! 


Let's be honest here: Fans’ love for rulebreakers is 
more than just a fad. This relationship has been going on 
for many years. But as more and more defiant fans who 
root for the bad guys have come out of the closet, cheer- 
ing the baddest of the bad has become fashionable. 
Arenas are full of pro-NWO and pro-DeGeneration X 
fans. The more evil these wrestlers get, the louder the 
din in the building. 

Rulebreaking is becoming an art, but the club is becoming 


more exclusive. Anyone can turn against a friend, wear 
black, and snub the fans. But a true rulebreaker has convic- 
tion, character, and a deep sense of the tradition that was 
started by legends like Dick the Bruiser, Fritz Yon Erich, and 
Killer Kowalski. 

But how do you rate a rulebreaker? What makes a quali- 
ty bad guy? There must be more under that black hat than 
just a so-called black heart. Rulebreaking is complex. There 
are facets that need to be explored. Thus, we created the 


HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 


0 


new WoO: rr) Orde w 


Hogan is still basi€ally a novice’at com- 
mitting dirty deeds, but nearly two 
years with the NWO have seasoned 
him tremendously. He has had great 
on-the-job training with experienced 
bad guys like Kevin Nash and Scott 
Hall, but he still seems uncomfortable 
when the crowds boo. 
_ Offensiveness (9.5): Hogan has a 
way of rubbing everyone the wrong 
way, Including members of his own 
NWO. While others in the Order 
revel in the anti-hero approval, Hogan 
elicits more venomous hatred than 
anyone else. That’s a good thing. 
Ability to Deceive Officials 
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; (9.0): Hogan had to relearn what | 
; Fred Blassie taught him in the early- | 


’80s after being a WWF and WCW 
hero for |2-plus years. Being a cham- 
pion made him a target of some of the 
most hated men in wrestling history. 


Hogan is ring smart and had Nick 


Patrickin the fold for a while, so he 
Was able to receive some keen insight. 
Rebelliousness (9.5): Hogan's 


: Hollywood persona flies in the face of | 
* WCW officials and fans. He 
i defies the powers-that-be to 

i fine and suspend him, Num- 

: ber one, he can easily afford 

: to pay any fine. Number two, 
i he knows that he is still a great 
: drawing card and can.help gar- 
» ner solid ratings and pay-per- 
view buy rates. 


Courage of Convictions 


(7.5): No matter how long 

: Hogan is a rulebreaker, it’s hard 

: to imagine him not returning to 

: the good side at some point. He 

was the ultimate superhero for 
: too many years. The@sminute the 
: NWO tires offhim, Hogah» will 
: crawl back t6 beg forgiveness 
: from the fans, We fear that will 
happen soon. 


Hollywood knows how to make 
Sting look bad! 


Alliances (10.0); Hogan has sur- 
rounded himself with rising and estab- 
lished rulebreaking talent. Plus, he 
leads the most powerful wrestling 
clique in the sport today. He is shield- 
ed with muscular bodies and tremen- 
dous corporate power in the form of 


Eric Bischoff. He knows what he's 
| doing here. 


TOTAL SCORE: 53.0 
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WRESTLING BAD Guys answer to the Stat-O-Charts you're 
used to seeing in Wrestling Superstars and the detail analyses 
you find in The Wrestling Analyst. We proudly introduce to 
you our Bad-O-Charts! 

We took a sample of eight rulebreakers in the WWF, 
WCW, ECW, and, of course, the NWO, and put them to 
the test in six categories that covered experience, moxie, 
and outright dedication to their evil craft. These are the 
really important categories, and some of the men we exam- 


ak 


ined here need improvement in some areas. 

The more ignorant will claim that this magazine will 
always have a bias for anyone who runs afoul of the rules. 
Not true. We put these eight men under a magnifying glass 
and broke down the qualities that make a rulebreaker great. 
You might be surprised by which of our elite eight finishes 
with the best score. 

Perhaps this mathematical method shows that there is a 
new science in professional wrestling: rulebreaking. 


KEVIN NASH 


Rulebreaking Experience (9.5): 


Even though he toyed with various : 
personae before literally finding him- 
self, Nash has spent the lion’s share of 
his career as a rulebreaker. His brief 


stint as a fan favorite VWWF champion 


proved to be an aberration ina career : 
full of chaos. He looks a lot more : 
comfortable smirking and sneering : 


than he does smiling. 


Offensiveness (10.0): Nash is the : 
NWO's version of Howard Stern. He 
is not concerned with political cor- : 
rectness or decency. He mocks any- ° 
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one and everyone without fear of : 
reprisal, poking fun at everything : 
from age to physical injury. That : 
mouth has gotten him in trouble, | 


but the tongue remains razor-sharp. 


Ability to Deceive Officials | 
(7.0): Nash simply doesn't care if the | 
official sees his flagrant rule violations 
or not. How many times has he used 
that illegal “jackknife” power bomb on | 
helpless opponents and officials? | 

We've lost count. His honesty-is-the- 
best-policy approach has cost him | 


some key wins, however. 


Rebelliousness (10.0): Since his 
loss of the WWFititle, Nash has pub- 


licly stated his disdain for authority, on 
numerous occasions. He is not at all 
concerned with the consequences of 
his actions. He is 

the soul of the 

NWO and the 

driving force 

behind a group 

of men whom 

some perceive 

as a bunch of 

punks. Who cares 

what those peo- 

ple think? 


Nash is way too 
much for “Flexy 
Lexy” to handle 


Courage of Convictions (9.5): 
The fans may cheer for him, but Nash 
stays strong in his rulebreaking beliefs. 
It’s hard for a lot of people not to like 
him, but that is inconsequential to “Big 
Sexy.” Like his membership in the 
NWO, Nash may. very well be a rule- 
breaker for life. 

Alliances (9.5): Nash knew that 
he wanted to make a huge impact 
immediately when he returned to 
WCW in the spring of 1996. So he 
aligned himself with Scott Hall and they 
formed a powerful wrestling organiza- 
tion. The acquisitions since that time 
have only made Nash stronger in 
power and safer from harm, 

TOTAL SCORE: 555 





Experience 

























brother. 


Undertaker. 


ee Seer 


(7.0): No experi- 
ence in this area. 
Heck, he might not 
truly understand 
the rules and regula- 
tions anyway. 
Experience could 
make him more ring 
savvy, and sooner or 
later he’s going to 
need to stop obsess- 
ing over his purported 
sibling. Steve Austin 
would make a good 
second target for him. 
Rebelliousness 
(9.0): Whether he is 
even aware of those 
: around him is anyone's 
: guess. His lack of confor- 
i mity may be more out of 
ignorance than part of a 
deliberate plan. But that 
does not take away from 
his lack of regard for any- 
thing resembling a rule. 


Rulebreaking 
(9.5): } 
Quality, not quantity. | 
Kane has only been a 
rulebreaking force in the 
WWE since last fall, but 
he has cut a wide swathe 
through every WWF : 
wrestler, official, fan, and 
valet. He is singular in pur- 
pose: He wants to destroy 
The Undertaker, his alleged 


Offensiveness (9.5): : 
Whom won't he choke-slam?_ 
He has choke-slammed i 
Santa Claus and the Phoenix 
Suns’ gorilla mascot,.And if i 
‘Taker hadn't distracted him, 
Sable would have been his : 

first female victim. We love i 
the fact that there doesn’t seem to be : 
anything he won't do to enrage | 


Ability to Deteive Officials 


Courage of Convictions (9.0): 
Kane has not deviated from the long 
road-he has traveled. He is bent on 
getting revenge on ‘Taker and will not 
stop until the issue is settled. Where 
he goes after his brotherly feud is any- 
one’s guess. But we like the course he 
has taken thus far. 

Alliances (8.0): Sorry, Kane, Paul 
Bearer may have gotten you to the 
WWF, but his usefulness has long 
since passed. He has proven that his 
attention span is not exactly vast. Ask 
Vader and Mankind/Cactus Jack. Kane 
needs a manager who can give him a 
variety of options, not one that has 
such a limited agenda. 

TOTAL SCORE; 52.0 


So much potential for evil 
in Kane 
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CHRIS JERICHO 


wearing his beloved title belt while he 
wrestles. His avant-garde approach to 
non-conformity is what shapes his 
newfound villainous persona. 
Courage of Convictions (8.0): 
Jericho still hates to.be booed. With 
time and more seasoning, he should 
be able to become more adept at han- 
dling those jeers. He must build up his 
character and be confident in his dra- 
matic decision. He is definitely moving 
in the right direction. 
Alliances (7.5): Jericho is unpro- 
tected. He did show that you can 
turn bad and not join the NWO, but 
Jericho needs some more friends 
from the side of the fence on which 
he currently resides. Because he is 




























an easy target for fan favorite 


super heavyweights. 
TOTAL SCORE: 51.0 


Rulebreaking Experience (8.0): 
Jericho shows promise, but it may be : 
too early to get a good read on “Lion : 
Heart.” His turn hearkened to the : 
glory days of wrestling when the : 
scrubbed-face hero would turn his : 
back on friends and fans alike. The : 
track record is decent. The prognosis : 
is excellent. 

Offensiveness (9.0): Jericho : 
loves rubbing salt into many open : 
wounds. He wore Rey Misterio Jr. T- 
shirts after nearly crippling his rival. : 
He mocked the mask and heritage of : 
Juventud Guerrera. Where he used to : 
throw his body into the fans, now he : 
hurls insults at them. Great stuff. 

Ability to Deceive Officials : 
(9.5): How many wrestlers can con- : 
vince a referee that they are wrestling : 
when they are not? Jericho is becom- : 
ing a master of deception. For being a : 
fan favorite for so long, tricking refer- : 
ees comes strangely easy to the : 
WCW cruiserweight champion. : 

Rebelliousness (9.0): On top of : 
masks and T-shirts, Jericho insists on : 
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a cruiserweight, Jericho could be! | 


Juvi has no chance of escaping the 
: “Lion Tamer” 


ROCKY MAIVIA 


Rulebreaking 
Experience (8.0): 
While Maivia is slowly 
becoming a well-oiled, 
rulebreaking machine, 
it'sstoo soon to tell 
whether he will be com- 
mitted to the dark side 
over the long haul. He 
still seems concerned 
with getting people to 
appreciate what he is 
doing. And remember his 
legacy. His father is Rocky 
Johnson, and one of his 
grandfathers was “High 









exactly two stellar rule- 
breakers. 

Offensiveness (9.0): 
Although he is polished and 
poised, Maivia’s arrogance 


members of his own organiza- 
tion. If his alliés can’t stomach 
his actions, then how can any- 


: brought him Intercontinental gold. 
i Ability to De- 
: ceive Officials © 
i (8.5): When Maivia 
: watched tapes of 
: Dad and Grandpa, 
i he obviously w: 
: paying more atten=. 
» =| tion to their rule- “4 
breaking opponent 
» His foreign objes 
: double-cross of Ken 4 
i Shamrock at the Royal 
: Rumble was a thing of 
: beauty. He is tenacious 
i and has the kind of ring 
: savvy that can fool even 
; the most experienced 
: referee. 
Rebelliousness 
i (10.0): The third-genera- 
: tion star is now blazing 
i his own trail and defying 
: the legends of Johnson and & 
the elder Maivia. Instead of 


eee ertrsry 


50 


turns many away, including | 





; carrying on the family tradition, he is 
: establishing his own. Good for him. 


Courage of Convictions (9.5): 


: Who could blame Maivia for adopting 
: this new attitude? Fans booed him and 
: chanted “Rocky sucks!” when he was 
: courting their favor. He gave them 
: what they wanted. Why would he 
ever have the desire to go back? 


Alliances (7.5): Simply put, The 


: Nation of Domination was a weak and 
: crumbling group when Maivia signed 
: on the dotted line. “The Rock” needs 
: to find some new friends, though. He 
: may fit in well to the ever-expanding 
: and much stronger DeGeneration X. 

Chief” Peter Maivia. Not | 


TOTAL SCORE: 52.5 


i “The Rock” has come a long 
: : way ina short time 
: one else? But it’s that attitude that : 
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HUNTER HEARST HELMISLEY © 


cials when he resorted to dirty, ; 
low-down tricks. They still have | 
problems catching this rising star. 
Rebelliousness (10.0): The | 
second plank on DX’s platform is ; 
being iairebelilelmsley made the 
transition from upper crust to |” 
low lass very easily. He isa won- | 
“Courage of Convictions | 
(9.5): As stated before, | 
“Triple-H” may very well be- ; 
come a career rulebreaker, | 
The training of Kowalski and | 
the influence of Flair have | 
molded Helmsley into an | 
admirable bad guy» Helmsley | 7 
has reinvented himself many | alicia 
times, but each time as a 4 
more reviled rulebreaker. | 
Alliances (9%5); | 
Although Shawn Michaels 
: has been a less-than-palat- 
i able rulebreaker at times, Helmsley 
i chose the right partner to help him 
Rulebreaking Experience (8.5): | make ali impact in the WWF. Chynay 
Whether as an arrogant blue blood or i also provides him with extra muscle. 
a cocky DXer, Helmsley has plied his | And the addition of Mike Tyson.will 
trade as a bad guy since he first { cause opponents to run screaming into - 
stepped through the ropes. Plus, he | the night... covering their ears! 
learned from one of the best, Killer | TOTAL SCORE:565 
Kowalski. Perhaps we are looking ata 
career rulebreaker, 
Offensiveness (10.0): 
Offending people is what 
DeGeneration X is all about. It is 
what members of that group do 
best. With his DX cohorts, 
Helmsley has mocked (and beat 
up) VWWWF Commissioner-Slaugh- 
ter, played strip poker, and 
exposed another side of himself 
for the world to see (all on TY). 
For a man so accustomed to deco- 
rum, he has definitely turned away 
his Connecticut neighbors. 
Ability to Deceive Officials 
(9.0): Again, Kowalski’s training has 
paid off, and Helmsley once pointed 
to the influence of part-time rule- 
breaker Ric Flair, As a high-class snob, 
“Triple-H” sometimes surprised offi- 

















“Triple-H” weakens an already 
feeble Ken Shamrock 
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conformity. The 
: refashioned Shane 


: the zebra can change 
: his stripes. The ECW 
: champion sets a perfect 
; example for an entire 
: promotion that runs 
against the grain. Look at 
: how he reacted to being 


: a promotion he now 
: despises. 


SHANE DOUGLAS 


Rulebreaking Experi- : Courage of Convictions (10.0): 
ence (9.5): Who would have | Douglas is almost indignant when any- 
guessed that the formerly bland { one questions his rulebreaking charac- 
and boring Shane Douglas © ter or resolve. He is determined to 

would morph into one of the | blaze new trails for up-and-coming 
most deceptive and cruel menin : rulebreakers. It’s getting harder and 
the sport today? ECW changed | harder to remember what the old 
Douglas, and vice versa. He | Shane Douglas was like, isn’t it? 
quickly learned the tricks of the : Alliances (9.5): ECW’s Triple 
trade and continues to shock the ' Threat has gone through several per- 
most diehard of rulebreaking | sonnel changes, but Douglas has man- 
apologists. : aged at all times to surround himself 
Offensiveness (10.0): Many : with top quality rulebreakers, includ- 
still talk about Douglas’ attack on ing Bam Bam Bigelow, Rick Rude, 
Pit Bull | while PB was sporting a : Chris Candido, and his long-time head 
neck halo to protect his broken | cheerleader, Francine. 
neck. Douglas set a new standard | TOTAL SCORE;57.0 
for extreme and turned the stom- | 
achs of the most bloodthirsty fans. | 
Douglas continues that tradition by | 
parading a scantily clad vixen | 
(Francine) around and doing whatev- | 
er it takes to beat his opponents. 
Ability to Deceive Officials | 
(8.5): Although ECW officials are | Shane is a nightmare for 


| more lax in rule enforcement, Douglas _ Tommy Dreamer 
is still a master manipulator within the : 

: squared circle. His repertoire of 
: weapons is truly 
: impressive. His abil- 

: ity to intimidate has 

: allowed him to con- 
: tinue this weaponry 
practice ad nause- 
: um. 






























Rebelliousness 
(9.5): The old Shane 
Douglas personified 


Douglas proves that 


rechristened a “Dean” in 
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JEFF JARRETT 


when Jarrett seemed to fear running 
afoul of the power brokers, But since 
he has returned to his original WWWF 
persona, we're confident that, like an 
old song, it will all come back to him. 
Courage of Convictions (7.5): 
Too soon to give him too high a score 
here. In WCW, he straddled the 
fence between fan favorite and rule- 
breaker, Returning to the WWF, he 
tried a traditional agenda, only to 
abandon it for the formula that 
worked best for him. We don’t 
decry the move, but we will take a 
wait-and-see approach. 
Alliances (8.0): Tennessee 
Lee is an unproven commodity in 
the WWF. But the promoter 
wannabe and the singer wannabe 
make a perfect match. The mar- 
riage is still in its honeymoon 
stage at this point. Maybe the 
“Road Dog” will come knocking 
: soon. He provided perfect backup for 
: Jarrett in more ways than one. 
Rulebreaking Experience (9.0): : TOTAL SCORE: 50.0 
Jarrett learned from two of the best: 
his father, Jerry, and his friend/foe 
Jerry Lawler. He cut his teeth on : 
Memphis wrestling, where the use of 
brass knuckles and chains is more the: 
rule than the exception. 
Offensiveness (8.5): He may bea 
little out of practice after his “tradition | 
phase.” But back as ol’ “Double-],” : 
Jarrett should return to his grating | 
ways any time now. His overdone : 
flash and glitz, along with his singing : 
“abilities,” serve more as a psychologi- | 
cal tool than as an annoyance. 
Ability to Deceive Officials : 
(9.0): His Memphis roots also gave 
him extended lessons on how to con- 
ceal a foreign object perfectly and 
what to do when an official is knocked 
unconscious. Now with an active man- 
ager/former wrestler at ringside 
(Tennessee Lee), Jarrett should con- 
tinue the fine tradition started by | 
those two Jerry's. 
Rebelliousness (8.0): We're tak- 
ing into account that “tradition” kick 
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“Double-}” has always known how 
to cheat 
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“ROAD DOG” JESSE J 


In each issue, WrestLine Bap 
Guys will sit down with one 
of the sport’s top stars and 
bombard him with 10 
hard-hitting questions. 
It’s not quite like any 
interview you'll read any 
other wrestling magazine. 
It’s better! 





"When I came back here ac ‘Double- : 
J,’ became this crooning idiot that 


wasn’t able to buy 4 win. It shows 
that kissing corporate [butt] and 
slapping hands with those grimy 
hands will get you nowhere fast.” 
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} 


WRESTLING BAD GUYS: | 
What is the significance of, “Oh, : 


you didn’t know?” 


JESSE JAMES: It’s an answer : 
to all those people who didn’t : 
believe in Billy Gunn and my- : 
self. It’s for all of those people : 
who overlooked us when we | 
came on Raw. Billy and I : 
proved to them what we knew | 
all along—that we were bona : 
fide superstars who could : 
dominate any singles or tag 
team division that we wanted. : 
Everyone’s jumping on the : 


“Outlaw” bandwagon now. 


2 


WEBG: Are you still disputing 


who the “real Double-}” is? 


JJ: No way. I like Jeff's atti- : 
tude. He’s getting back to the : 
basics and tradition of what : 
made him a star. Of course, : 
my presence was essential to | 
that as well. We ruled the : 
WWF together and we can do : 
it apart as well. | am no longer : 


in anyone’s shadow. 


3 


WBG: Do you look at your 
stint as the “real Double-}” and just 


cringe? 


JJ: | was confused. I had a 





’ Lad 
—_ 
chance to come back to the 
WWF and I was willing to do 
anything to get here. When I 
came back here as “‘Double-J,’”’ 
| became this crooning idiot 
that wasn’t able to buy a win. It 
shows that kissing corporate 
[butt] and slapping hands with 
those grimy hands will get you 
nowhere fast. It’s a chapter in 


my life that | would just as soon 
erase from my memory bank. 


4 


WBG: Do you ever sing “With 
My Baby Tonight” in the shower, 
and do you still own a copy of Ain’t 
| Great? 

Jj: Like I said, that is past his- 
tory. Good ol’ Jeff can carry on 
the “‘Double-J” legacy just fine 
without me. We showed the 
WWF fans great wrestling and 
great music. And | still have my 
copy prominently displayed in 
my house. Hey, if that lame, 
techno crap ’80s stuff can come 
back, so can Ain’t | Great? You 
just wait and see. 


a) — 


MES 


iy | . 

WBG: What was running 
through your mind during the 
dumpster incident with Cactus Jack 
and Terry Funk? 

JESSE JAMES: Where Billy 
and | could find a decent place 
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to eat after the show. | never 
: erally kill three birds with 
i one stone. But the differ- 
: ence would be that those 
: “legends” wouldn’t show 
within an inch of their lives. | 
We were doing them a favor | 
and the world a favor. Believe : 
me, the WWE would be a : 
much better place if Cactus | 
Jack and Chainsaw Charlie 


thought twice about dumping 
those two so-called hardcore 
legends off that stage. Hell, 
they were beating each other 


weren’t in it anymore. When 
we get rid of ’em, you won’t 
find yourself missing ’em. 


WBS: Has your image been 
tainted with major car rental com- 
panies since your rental car got all 


smashed up in an incident with 
Cactus and Chainsaw this winter? 


a larger issue. There is a grand 
Age Outlaws. Everyone thinks 
those other two guys are the 
greatest thing since sliced 


bread. But they are hypocrites. 


rules and they are cheered and 


praised, We do the exact same 
i a few legendary tag teams 
: have either split up or had 
their differences recently, 
to do with us all on account of : 
Outlaws in five years? 


thing and we’re railed on by 
promoters. Plus Avis and 
Hertz won’t have a damn thing 


that damn chainsaw and bat. 
episode of South Park? 


JESSE JAMES: The one 
where the boys go hunting 


getting blown up reminded me 
of Cactus Jack and Terry Funk. 


Ya” truly warmed by heart and 
brought a tear to my eye. 
Heck, even I couldn’t have 
sang that song any better. 
WBG: How would you like to 


see Kenny die in the future? 
JESSE JAMES: | would dump 


ster right on top of his big, 
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: character can you relate to 
? most? 


course. He’s the ultimate 
i comeback kid, just like 
: Billy and myself. No matter 
: what happens, he seems to get 
: up, brush himself off, and live 
: another day. That is exactly 
JESSE JAMES: That’s part of 
: top of the WWF. We weren’t 
conspiracy against The New : 
; up on everyone. Now we are 
i tag team kings. We are hated 
: so much because we are great- 
; ness personified. 
They live by their own set of | 


: ruling the WWE, still 
WBG: What's your favorite : 
: breaking hearts, and 
: still holding on to these 
: World tag team belts. 
with Uncle Jimbo. The animals : 
: of Doom, their day has 
i passed. It’s time for a 
And that rendition of “Kum Ba : 
: into the next millenni- 
: um. Me and Billy will 
: lead that era because 
: we are young, smart, 
: and oh-so-talented. And 
: we don’t care about the 
: breakups. In fact, we’re the 

: team that dismantled The 
: Legion of Doom. That should 
the Jack- and Funk-filled dump- 
: there. @ 


round head. That would lit- 


up on the next episode of 
Raw. They’d be done in by 
us. Then somebody better 
call somebody. 


§ 


WBG: Which South Park 


JESSE JAMES: Kenny, of 


how the Outlaws rose to the 


complacent. We kinda snuck 


1) 


WBG: Given that quite 


where do you see the 
JESSE JAMES: Still 


busting heads, still 


Teams like The Legion 


new era that will last 


scare every tag team out 








"Believe me, the WWE would be a 
much better place if Cactus Jack 
and Chainsaw Charlie weren't in 
it anymore. When we get rid of 
‘em, you won't find yourself 
missing ‘em.” 


: “It’s time for 4 new era that will 
_ last into the next millennium. Me 
: and Billy will lead that era 
because we are young, smart, 
and oh-so-talented.” 
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DICK THE BRUISER 
FABULOUS MOOLAH 
BUDDY ROGERS 
FRITZ VON ERICH 
GEORGE STEELE 
IVAN KOLOFF 
KILLER KOWALSKI 
GORGEOUS GEORGE 
HARLEY RACE 

THE SHEIK 

FRED BLASSIE 
BRUISER BRODY 


56 


In each issue, Wrestuine Bap 
Guys will add another 
individual's name to our 
no-nonsense roll call of honor! _ 


ICHARD AFFLIS (BETTER : 

known as Dick the Bruiser) : 

was one of the first NFL stars 
to make a successful transi- : 
tion to professional wrestling 
(he played four years as an 
offensive lineman with the 
Green Bay Packers) ... Began 
wrestling in 1954 ... While 
most men his age were wor- 
ried about their hair or their 
cars, Dick the Bruiser only 
concerned himself with cigars 
and beer... Gained a reputa- 
tion as one of the toughest 
brawlers in the history of the | 
sport by taking on the top 
stars throughout his career 
... Fans in cities like St. 
Louis, Minneapolis, and 
Milwaukee identified with 
the Bruiser’s blue-collar 
approach to he sport, 
though the 260-pounder ter- 
rified a lot of people ... The 
reason the barrel-chested 
Bruiser’s voice was so grav- 


elly was because he suffered a | 
crushed esophagus while he played : 
. Was banned from : 
Madison Square Garden for nearly : 
. His sadism had : 
caused thousands of fans to charge | 


football 
inciting a riot .. 


the ring during a match he had with 





Edouard Carpentier ... Bruiser want- 
ed to take them all on ... His first 
title was the NWA U.S. heavyweight 
title, which he won in 1957 ... He 
would win that belt four more times 
over the next five years ... Got into a 
barroom brawl with another former 
NFL player, Alex Karras, and was 
arrested ... Went on to pin Karras in 
a grudge match ... The Bruiser also 





This was a feud to remember: 
Dick the Bruiser vs. Alex Karras, 
the man who played Mongo in 
Blazing Saddles. Bruiser heated this 
one up by instigating a barroom 
brawl with his fellow ex-NFL star. 
That’s a real man. 
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won the Midwest’s WWA heavy- : 
weight title nine times over a 20-year : 
period ... Showed prowess in tag | 
team wrestling ... He and Gene | 
Kiniski won the NWA World tag : 
team championship in 1960, months : 
before several Midwestern promot- ‘ 
ers broke away from the NWA ... | 
The title was then renamed the AWA : 
... Bruiser : 
would win the AWA World tag team: 
title five times between 1963 and | 
1975 with a man who would become : 
his closest ally, The Crusher (his : 
cousin) ... They formed what many | 
regarded as the most dominant tag : 
team of their time ... The two even | 
traveled to Japan and defeated the : 
“dream team” of Antonio Inoki and : 
. Bruiser and Crusher | 


World tag team title 


Giant Baba .. 
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Dick the Bruiser put every- : 
thing he had into every | 
chokehold he used (and he | 


used quite a few of them in 


Brazil. 


decent cigar .. 


Helped to train many of today’s stars, 


his long career of brutali- : 
ty). Here the victim is a | 
clearly overmatched Bobo 


must have stood out in that : 
country as they searched | 
for cold beer and a | 

. Bruiser : 
formed a true odd couple | 
with Bruno Sammartino in: 
1973 ... Held off a challenge | 
by the late Bruiser Brody : 
for the rights to use the : 
name “Bruiser” in the : 

Midwest ... Brody took the : 
nickname “King Kong" instead ... : 





including Scott Steiner ... Perhaps 
Steiner should trade his current look 
for a crewcut and cigar ... After his 
retirement, Bruiser served as referee 
for the famous Sting-Black Scorpion 
(Ric Flair) match at Starrcade ’90 ... 
Even then, Dick the Bruiser could mix 
it up with any of WCW's big boys ... 
Died after a workout on November 
10, 1991, at the age of 62 ... While 
men like The Sandman and “Stone- 
Cold” Steve Austin try to continue his 
legacy, they pale in comparison to the 
man once called the “World's Most 
Dangerous Wrestler” ... Wonder if 
Austin would confront Bruiser about 
that claim if he were alive today ... 
Now that would cause a riot! 3 


The Bruiser didn’t just incite fans— 
he scared a lot of them, too. He did 
a pretty good job of wrecking are- 
nas when he felt like it as well. 








For period ending 


March 20, 1993 





You've never seen 
ratings like these before! 
That’s because we rank 
according to 
rulebreaking ability 

(or lack thereof), not 
mere wins and losses. 
Our criteria are 
brutality, craftiness, 
and violence-qualities 
of the wrestlers in our 
Top 20. Conversely, 
those in the Bottom 20 
are simpering fan 
favorites, wrestlers with 
a blind belief in their 
own scientific ability, 


or just plain hypocrites 
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TOP 20 


| Kevin Nash 356, Detroit, Ml 


Not just breaking rules ... he’s breaking laws 


2 Scott Steiner 235, Detroit, MI 
Finally got that “Gremlin” off his back 
3 Jesse James 240, Marietta, GA 
Oh, we know ... and we’re callin’! 
4 Billy Gunn 254, Austin, TX 
Same goes for him 
5 Kane 342, parts unknown 
Burnin’ brotherly love 
6 Randy Savage 237, Sarasota, FL 
Didn’t have us fooled for a minute (whew!) 
7 Chris Jericho 225, Vancouver, British 
Columbia 
Those boos are getting easier to take, huh? 


8 Hollywood Hogan 275, Venice Beach, CA | 


Losing his NWO grip could mean losing his 
evil convictions 

9 Rocky Maivia 272, Pearl City, HI 
Dominating the nation ... can we have the 


pic that Faaroog ripped up? 


"| 10 Bam Bam Bigelow 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ. | 


What grows when you plant Taz? 


11 Scott Hall 287, Miami, FL 


Waiting to chalk one up for the “Bad Guy” 
... like a singles strap 


_ 12 Hunter Hearst Helmsley 279, 


Greenwich, CT 
Took out the Euro-Trash 


; 13 Shane Douglas 240, Pittsburgh, PA 


Don’t lose your head 


14 Raven 235, Short Hills, NJ 


Yeah ... what about Raven? 


15 Curt Hennig 235, Minneapolis, MN 


Looks perfect again 


The main eventer .,. the show stopper ... 
time to wrestle now 


- 17 Jeff Jarrett 230, Nashville, TN 


Welcome back! 


| 18 Eddy Guerrero 221, El Paso, TX 


You're actually worried about Chavo Jr.? 


_ 19 Chris Candido 226, Carteret, NJ 


Things didn’t look so “Sunny” for a while 


20 Perry Saturn 234, Boston, MA 


Confidence grows as knee gets stronger 


BOTTOM 20 


| Steve Austin 241, Dallas, TX 
Deck is stacked ... and that’s 
the bottom line 


| 2. Sting 260, Venice Beach, CA 


Needless to say, you’re repelling us 


3 Bill Goldberg 272, Tulsa, OK 


Ward, I’ni worried about the “Berg’-er 


| 4 The Undertaker 328, parts unknown 


Appearances are becoming rare ... 
or is it well-done? 


| 5 Bret Hart 235, Calgary, Alberta 


Not bad ... WWF champ to WCW 
mid-carder 


6 Owen Hart 227, Calgary, Alberta 


Every bit as bad as Bret 
7 The Giant 435, parts unknown 
What's good for the goof... 


8 Dallas Page 260, Tampa, FL 


With his luck, should start playing 
the lottery 


9 Ken Shamrock 235, 


San Bernardino, CA 
Rulebreaker wannabe 


10 Lex Luger 265, Chicago, IL 


Come over to the light ... 


- II Ric Flair 243, Minneapolis, MN 


Flunky for Bret? Nice place in history 


12 Taka Michinoku 169, Morioka, Japan 


Can we deport him? 


13 Cactus Jack 277, Truth 


or Consequences, NM 
Extremely disappointing 


14 Chainsaw Charlie 247, Amarillo, TX 


Hardcore sellout 


: _ 15 Rick Steiner 248, Detroit, MI 
; 16 Shawn Michaels 234, San Antonio, TX | 
i 16 Booker T 250, Harlem, NY 


You and ‘Taker can start a support group 


Enjoy this while it lasts 


17 Taz 248; Red Hook, NY 


Find Fonzie’s number fast! 


| 18 Chris Benoit 218, Edmonton, Alberta 


Obviously not championship material 


| 19 Davey Boy Smith 245, Leeds, England 


You do wrestle in WCW, right? 


| 20 Faarooq 260, Perry, GA 


We know which way you're headed 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Number two with a bullet ... Oh, 

how we wanted to make Scott Steiner 

number one. But when 

Kevin Nash chants 

- “Attica! Attica!” every 

time he is handcuffed 

hy and escorted out of an 

arena, it warms the 

‘ cockles of our black 

Scott Steiner + .2:ts, Steiner is the 

NWO's best hope of returning to pure 

rulebreaking rather than surveying. 

Turning against your brother—eyen if 

your brother is someone as stupid as 

Rick Steiner—takes guts, and Scott 
clearly has a lot of guts. 

Conscience attack ,., Faarooq is 
obviously at his best when he’s mad at the 
world. Problem with that is there always 
seems to be someone in his ear (family 
members, friends, former coaches) who 
are trying to tell him that he'll never be 
fulfilled if he’s going to continue to take 
the evil route to success. Eventually, he 
broke down and started to listen. The sad 
results will be playing out over the next 
few months. 

“Stone-Cold” spot ... Steve Aus- 
tin’s continued hypocrisy will last far 
longer than any WWF World title reign he 
might enjoy. So will his spot at the top of 
the bottom. He’s considered a rulebreaker 
to everyone but the fans. And that's the 
group he plays to week after week. 

Other stuff ... Upward momentum 
can be seen by both members of The 
New Age Outlaws in this issue, Randy 
Savage is back in our good graces after a 
much-needed trip to the BAD Guys wood- 
shed. In the meantime, Bill Goldberg 
proves that he would rather sell T-shirts 
than be his own man. And does Ric Flair 
want to be the newest member of the 
remnant Hart Foundation? He could 
carry Jim Neidhart’s gym bag (we 
think). 
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For a couple of years, the 
self-righteous editors at London 
Publishing Co. actually permit- [GG 
ted an entire magazine to be 
published that was devoted to 
those wrestlers, managers, and 
valets who couldn't care less 
about the rules of this sport or 
the wishes of most fans, Then, 
suddenly and without expla- 
nation, they pulled the plug on it, 
Maybe they felt threatened—who knows? 

From a business standpoint, they must 
have known that Bad Guys is what the people 
wanted, because it’s back—although relegated 
to the “Magazine Within A Magazine” in 
Wrestle America. (Rulebreakers, along with their 
fans and journalistic supporters, are used to get- 
ting the short end of the stick, so we'll take what 
we can get!) 

Some back issues of Wrestling Rulebreaker and 
Bad Guys, The Magazines With A Bad Attitude, are 
still available. Order now, before the snobbish edi- 
tors pull the ad! 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Spring 1993): 
Bobby Heenan & “Narcissist” Lex Luger: The 
Total Package Of Brain & Brawn: Color Pinup: 
Steve Austin vs. Rick Steamboat. Plus; Cactus Jack, 
Rick Rude, Jerry Lawler, Rulebreaker’s Insider With 
Joey Styles, Big Van Vader, Hall of Fame— 
The Sheik. 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Fall 1993): Yok- 
ozuna: He Flattened Hulk Hogan ... Crushed Hulk- 
amania Forever ... Spit In The Face Of America ... 
And We Love It! Color Pinup: Paul Omdorff vs. Ron 
Simmons. Plus: Four Horsemen, 10 favorites we'd 


5 
_] Spring 1993 


O Fall 1993 BOX 910 


{_] Winter 1993 


T enclose $ 





(9 Spring 1994 Name 


bieiWinten Godt men toe 


1 City. 
! 

'(_) Spring 1995 

1 

1 

'(-] Summer 1995 


allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Wrestiing% - 


WRESTLING RULEBREAKER/BAD GUYS 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. 
as payment in full. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat mail, and} 
$3 for every back issue to be sent airmail. International money order in U.S. funds only. Pleasey 
1 


= like to see tur dirty, baddest man poll, Rick 

Rude-Dustin Rhodes, Giant Gonzalez, Jerry 
Lawler, Hall of Fame—Fred Blassie. 

Wrestling 93: Rulebreaker (Winter 

ny ©1993): Brat Patrol! Wrestling 93 Targets 

Si) The 8Sport’s Most Pampered Players. Plus: 

Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Steve Austin, Lex 

Luger, The Kid, Heavenly 

Bodies, Hall of Fame—Harley 


. 
Bre seed 
wren 


Forget About Those Other 
Guys—Here Are The Real 
Year-End Awards, (Spring 
1994); 1993—The Year Of 
The Rulebreaker, Plus: 
Sting, Brian Lee, Hall of 
Fame—Killer Kowalski. 
Wrestling Bad Guys 
(Winter 1994): King Kong Bundy—Monster With 
A Mission. Color Pinup: Bon Backlund. Plus: 
Tommy Dreamer, UFOs, Hulk Hogan, Abdullah the 
Butcher, Big Van Vader, Hall of Fame—tvan Koloff. 
Wrestling Bad Guys (Spring 1995); Vader’s 
Vow Of Violence: “I’ve Begun My Systematic 
Destruction Of Hulk Hogan!” Color Action 
Gallery: Sabu. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Backlund, Ric Flair, Jim Cornette & The Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Express, Tatanka, fat “wrestlers, Hall of 
Fame—George Steele. 
Wrestling Bad Guys (Summer 1995); WCW 
In Hogan’s Control: The Inmate Is Running The 
Asylum! Color Action Gallery: Big Van Vader. 
Plus: WCW Uncensored, Bret Hart-Jerry Lawler, 
Bubba Rogers, the next Flair, Hall of Fame—Fritz 
Von Erich. 
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Fan favorite John Rambo 
grimaces in pain as The Mad 
Russian takes a bite out of his 
head during this barbed-wire 
match at a recent National 
Wrestling League card. With 
Rambo helplessly tangled up in 
barbed wire and ready to be 
devoured by the hungry Bol- 
shevik, we can’t help but note 
the striking dissimilarities 


between this guy and his name- 
sake from the silver screen. 


WRESTLING BAD GUYS 
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GOLDUST & LUNA 
Just Your Typical = 
can Couple! 























WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 





WORLD TITLE | 


eeeee eee eeeeeesesee POPPER OOH EET EEE EEE O EEE EEHE HET ETEHEE EH EEE EH EEE ERE E EES 











’ 1. Steve Austin + 2 Give him a “Hell, yeah!” 
2. Ken Shamrock + 4 2 Temper cost him eh 2S 
3. Rocky Maivia . l 3 How's that ankle? STEVE AUSTIN 
4. H.H. Helmsley + 1 4 Lead degenerate ; 
4 For a few months, “Stone- 
5. Owen Hart = 2 4 Screwed again Cold” Steve Austin was a frus- 
6. The Undertaker = 22 l Forget Kane already trated man. Not only did he 
7. Kane : 3 2 No longer invincible ae: he BA teeth the 
8. Marc Mero = 2 8 Green-eyed monster Aghacets Raho ad 
9. Goldust - 2 9 Needs a win but he felt that WWF owner 
10. Steve Blackman + l 10 Lethal weapon Vince McMahon tried to under- 
mine his shot at superstardom 
OR ONT EN cota ssacitssctaneavebssculisndoniate Sect ee ee: fe Py bringing Mike Tyson to the 
RANAINGCZIHTHESKINNY coon ee 
1. Gunn/James : l Lucky to be champs didn't: want Austinforever 
2. Cactus/Chainsaw = 2 2 Fleeting success become the WWF World 
3. Midnight Express + 1 3 NWA champs champion only underscored 
4. Road Warti ir 6 , Like th look Stone-Cold’s” hostility. 
- Road Warriors G Ike ihe new 100 But the tough-talking Texan 
5. Blackman/Shamrock + 1 5 Very dangerous team refused to play politics and 
took matters into his own 
UNTERSOROTIEAn aecieess tees ie hands by cleanly beating 
RANKING M Ci s12-1H THE SKINNY Michaels at WrestleMania XIV 
i: ; for the WWF World title. He 
1. Rocky Maivia - 3 l Champ in name only alegrsentcumesenge foahe 
2. Ken Shamrock + 2 2 Should have I-C belt WWF brass by “stunning” 
3. Taka Michinoku = 2 3 Small but good MeMenes the nee ae on 
one aw is ar. cNVianon re- 
4, Jeff Jarrett + I 4 What about tradition? spondadibannanings ACGae 
5. Bradshaw + 1 5 Could be meaner arrested: 
eeeeeeee SORE EEE OEE OHHH E EEE E SHEE EEE SETHE OTHE HEHEHE EEEEEEEE THESE EEE EEE HEE So raveti only felo}cts) Austin 
M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high have hungry WWF competitors 


to deal with now, he also has a 


Ng ‘unning feud with the company 
8 owner, not to mention Albany, 


New York’s, finest. Hardly an 
advantageous position for the 
new champ to be in. But if this 
past month is any indication of 
Austin’s mettle, he will do just 
fine, with or without Mc- 
Mahon’s support. 





Ken Shamrock -H.H. Helmsley _ 
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WrestleManias in recent years, WWF fans are left 

to ponder the following: Their favorite wrestling fed- 
eration now has as its ambassador a champion with 
a bad temper and a bad reputation with the law. The 
previous champion, once larger and more haughty 
than the sport itself, has a bad back and faces a 
lengthy hiatus. And the federation’s owner doesn’t 
know what to do to restore order. 

In a shocking 24-hour period, “Stone-Cold” 
Steve Austin wrested the World championship belt 
from Shawn Michaels, a man who considers himself 
unbeatable between the turnbuckles. 


N THE WAKE of one of the most provocative 


Also The Road Warriors, a.k.a. The Legion of 


ve 


Steve Austin and Mike Tyson had reason to smile after 
WrestleMania XIV. Tyson made the three-count as "Stone- 
Cold” won his first WWF World title. His reign didn’t get off to 
a smooth start. 









Doom, a.k.a. LOD 2000, re- 
gained their composure, signed 
a new manager, and won a 15- 
team battle royal. 

And finally, if he hadn’t estab- 
lished himself as the most noto- 
rious wrestler in the sport, Austin 
spent a few hours at an Albany, 
New York, police station after 
assaulting his boss, Vince 
McMahon, in the ring during the 
March 30 Raw Is War. 

So what do these changes 
and incidents mean to the 
WWF? 

Clearly, Austin is the key, 
for everything seems to revolve around him. He is 
the tornado that sweeps up everything in his path. 
On one hand, his title win over Michaels has purged 
the federation of “The Heartbreak Kid,” whose pri- 
mary motive was to serve his own vested needs. 
Michaels, once the darling and king of the sport, 
had degenerated into a vile, lewd caricature of him- 
self. Unappealing as Michaels may be, he is a cap- 
tivating performer who can charm or disgust an 
audience unlike any other wrestler. He reinjured his 
back in the title match and may be out of action for 
nine months or more. The WWF will not be the 
same without him. 

Change, they say, opens doors. 

Austin’s introduction to the world as a major 
star and champion also opens doors for him, his 
colleagues, his enemies, his boss. Unlike the 
erratic “Heartbreak Kid,” Austin is predictable: 
He’s a volatile rabble rouser bent on shattering the 
status quo. 

Austin is to the sport what Elvis Presley was to 
Nashville—a rouser of emotions. That Austin brings 
out the anger, venom, and treachery in fans is good 
and bad. In this respect, he is McMahon's prime 
mover of ratings. You may recall that on the memo- 
rable March 30 Raw, McMahon said he “loved” 
Austin and added that he thought “Stone-Cold” was 
“a hell of a guy.” McMahon, of course, was colloqui- 
ally saying that he respected Austin. Of course 
Austin responded in his own inimitable fashion, by 
using a “Stone-Cold stunner” on McMahon. 
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Syxx is back in the WWF, but not as Syxx or The 1-2-3 Kid. He's X-Pac 
now, Perhaps he will be able to provide DeGeneration X with some 
much-needed leadership. 





As long as McMahon and Austin continue to feud, 
the fans will go wild. Let’s face it: Who doesn’t admire 
a man who kicks his boss in the crotch? 

Let’s welcome Syxx back to town. Actually, he’s not 
Syxx anymore, nor is he The 1-2-3 
Kid. His real name is Sean 
Waltman, and this time around 
he’s using the name X-Pac. He 
was fired by WCW in March while 
he was recovering from a serious 
neck injury. We'll see how X-Pac 
does as a new member of De- 
Generation X, along with new 
recruits The New Age Outlaws. 
Without Michaels, the clique may 
just be X’d out of circulation. So 
who's going to run the show now? 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley? Chyna 
and her Greyhound bus-sized 
pecs? X-Pac? Billy Gunn? A 
clique works because the mem- 
bers bond together to form a trust, 
a company with similar motives ¥ 
and goals. The goals of the new or 


ae: 
DeGeneration X? I’m not sure. 


LOD 2000? Some WWF fans might refer to 
Hawk and Animal as LOAD 2000, for the tan- 
dem had fallen well short of reaching its 
potential since returning to the WWF last 
year. The vanguard of tag team wrestling in 
the '80s, The Road Warriors had struggled 
against the likes of The New Age Outlaws, 
Henry and Phineas Godwinn, and The 
Headbangers. 

Expect Hawk and Animal to be reborn 
under Sunny, who will take them to the sum- 
mit of their profession. But don’t confuse my 
optimism as faith in the wrestlers; frankly, | 
am ambivalent at best about LOD. But 
Sunny's the cornerstone of what will become 
a franchise. She has the experience: She has 
already managed three tag teams to the 
WWE tag title. 

A marriage between her and LOD is a nat- 
ural. Sunny recently told me that she has long 
respected Animal and Hawk; and how many 
times have you heard Sunny honor a 
wrestler? 

Regarding the I-C title ... Rocky Maivia still 
owns it, but barely. The Nation of Domination 
still exists. But barely. Ken Shamrock is still a 
fan favorite, but for how long? Neither Maivia 
nor Shamrock displayed much common sense 
the night of WrestleMania. 


First, before the sellout crowd at Boston’s 
FleetCenter, Maivia crowed, “The Rock’ doesn’t care 
if the homeless live in a Frigidaire box or a Whirlpool 
box as long as they keep off my freshly mowed 


eA 
ris al 


eae 


Something tells me Chyna will 
soon become the group's focal 
point. 
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Sunny saw to it that The Road Warriors started operating as a team again. They 
reunited at WrestleMania with her as their new manager; another WWF tag title reign 
seems imminent. 
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The Undertaker dealt Kane his first loss at WrestleMania 
XIV. As much hatred as there is between these two, it’s pos- 
sible that they'll still be feuding by the time WrestleMania 
XV rolls around. 





grass.” You wonder why Maivia has few friends? He 
owns a belt because Steve Austin gave it to him and 
because Shamrock was a fool during their I-C title 
match. Shamrock got the win after forcing Maivia to 
submit to an anklelock. 

But that’s when he took leave of his senses. 
Instead of walking out of the arena holding his cham- 
pionship belt, Shamrock attacked the NOD, then 
applied another crushing anklelock on Maivia. When 
he would not relinquish the hold, the decision was 
reversed and the belt returned to Maivia. “The Rock” 
once again had become an unworthy champion. 
Shamrock’s dumb antics prove one should perform 
within his limitations and not try to be someone or 
something he is not. In this case, Mr. All-America 
behaved like a maniac. 

Now Maivia has booted Faaroogq out of the NOD 
and taken over leadership. | get the feeling he'll 
regret doing that. 

In other news of note, The Undertaker and his 
alleged brother, Kane, finally met in the ring, with the 
elder sib emerging as victor. It’s difficult to say where 
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this rivalry will go, but | have a feeling it will go on for 
many more months. 

Sable and Marc Mero stopped quarreling for five 
minutes and captured a mixed tag team victory over 
Goldust and Luna. So what? Perhaps they should 
satisfy the libido of the fair gender by having Mero 
enter the ring scantily clad. 

Mike Tyson earned a heavy paycheck for his 
“contribution” to WrestleMania. So what? Pete Rose 
was on the receiving end of one of Kane’s “tomb- 
stone” piledrivers. So what? 

Jeff Jarrett has introduced a new manager, 
Tennessee Lee, and severed his ties to Jim 
Cornette and the WWF's NWA faction. Meanwhile, 
Cornette’s new Midnight Express—Bob Holly and 
Bart Gunn—has captured the NWA tag title from 
The Headbangers. So what? 

Do you get where I’m going with all these “so 
what’s”? Give me more Austin. Give me Sunny 
prancing around the ring. Give me Owen Hart forev- 
er ticked off. Give me more of Jerry Lawler making a 
court jester of himself. Give me the stars who really 
know how to entertain. Oo 


Sable put on quite a show in her first match ever. She domi- 
nated Luna during the WM XIV mixed tag team bout. She 
power-bombed her and pinned after executing a “TKO.” 
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By Harry Burkett 


om TEVE AUSTIN CHECKED 
“im, into his hotel early; he still had 
‘ee’ more than four hours remain- 
ing before match time. A few other 
wrestlers were in town as well, but 
they opted to work out at the local fit- 
ness club. Austin, as he does on 
occasion, decided to train in a differ- 
ent way. 

He shoved a videotape into the 
VCR and plopped down in a chair in 
front of the television. For Austin, 
constantly replaying tapes of inci- 
dents he finds offensive is the best 
kind of mental preparation he can 
undergo before a match. 

He popped open a “Steve-wiser” 
and stared intently at the screen as 
the snowy picture before him gave 
way to dark lines, then transformed 
itself into the inimitable image of 
Vince McMahon. This interview with 
McMahon, which aired on Raw Is 
War on St. Patrick’s Day, was the 
most infuriating scene he had ever 
watched. 

McMahon's pursed lips and defi- 
ant dimpled chin told the story. A 
week earlier, he had been the victim 
of an insulting and dehumanizing 
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diatribe, courtesy of Steve Austin. 
During this interview, McMahon 
attempted to reassert his manhood 
by insinuating that if not for his desire 
to keep “Stone-Cold” healthy for 
WrestleMania XIV, he would have 
broken Austin’s jaw for his insolence. 

Kevin Kelly, however, was more 
interested in finding out the answer 
to the question Austin had posed to 
McMahon a week earlier: “Do you 
want to see Steve Austin as WWF 
champion?” 

Then came the response that 
drills Austin’s skull to this day: “Hellllll 
noooooo!” 

The veins in Austin’s neck bulged 


70 


= 


NPN 


i 
iit 


+ tes ug 


and turned deep purple as he leaped 
out of his chair and kicked his leg 
toward the 19-inch television, stop- 
ping just short of shattering the 
screen, Instead, he spun around, 
grabbed the remote, clicked off the 
television, and rubbed his brow. 
“Vince damn McMahon will do 
anything to keep me away from the 
WWF title and keep Shawn Michaels 
on top of the heap,” Austin told 
WresTLe AMERICA later that evening. 
“Michaels and the rest of De- 
Generation X are just a bunch of 
pieces of trash as far as |’m con- 
cerned. If Vince likes that crap, and | 
guess he does, that makes him the 











































biggest piece of trash of all.” 
But the real story may not 
be about Austin and Mc- 
Mahon; maybe it’s about 
Michaels and McMahon. A 
covert alliance between these 
men would explain many of the 
bizarre developments over the 
past six months: the Bret Hart 
situation, McMahon's involve- 
ment in ensuring a title victory 
for Michaels at Survivor Series, 
and the extreme latitude given to 
DX during WWF broadcasts. 
Mike Tyson's re- 
=e cent association with 
2) the WWF lends credi- 
i bility to this idea. Mc- 
is) Mahon acted really 
4 shocked when Tyson 
__ announced he was a 

member of DX. But 
he didn’t seem outraged 
when it became obvious 
that Tyson’s role as 
“enforcer” would give 
Michaels a tremendous 
advantage during his 
WrestleMania showdown 
against Austin. 
Perhaps that was the 
plan all along. 
After all, it was Mc- 
Mahon who spent days 
negotiating to secure Ty- 
son’s appearance at 
WrestleMania. And could 
there be a better way to 

guarantee Austin’s downfall 

than with an athlete McMahon still 
calls “the baddest man on the planet’ 
in DX’s corner? One knockout punch 
from the former heavyweight boxing 
champion could end McMahon’s 
“Stone-Cold” headaches for good. 

With Bret Hart out of the picture, 
and with Austin’s challenge squelched, 
Michaels and McMahon would have 
complete control of the WWF. More 
important, McMahon would have a 
more stable—and perhaps more 
marketable—personality as the fed- 
eration’s top star. 

In an era when wrestling cliques 
are becoming hotter commodities 
than the promotions themselves, 
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McMahon's plight is understandable. 
The fear of wrestlers jumping to 
other federations, and the temptation 
to shape events within organizations 
for the sake of ratings points and 
ticket dollars, makes it almost impos- 
sible for promotional heads to stand 
idly by. It’s becoming increasingly 
necessary for executives to take 
sides and influence outcomes the 
best they can. 

Eric Bischoff is the perfect exam- 
ple. As senior vice president, he led 
WCW to a showdown with the WWF 
and gained the advantage in the 
Monday night ratings war. In July 
1996, Hulk Hogan and the New 
World Order threatened to take over 
the federation. Bischoff, intimidated 
by the NWO’s momentum, soon 
decided to join what he perceived to 
be the winning team. 

Like Bischoff, McMahon may 
have opted to take sides. Maybe he 
thinks DX has the power to dominate 
the WWF for a long time to come. 
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Joining forces with Michaels and 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley would be 
the best way for him to harness DX’s 
political clout and continue to shape 
the WWF's future. 

So what does Austin think about 
this theory? 

“| really don’t give a damn,” he 
said, pulling on his camouflage jack- 
et. “McMahon will suck up to any- 
body if it means keeping me from 
kickin’ his [butt]. Besides, | don't 
have time to worry about this crap 
when there’s a poor slob waitin’ for 
me to beat his head in tonight.” 

Austin knows McMahon would 
rather see Michaels as WWF World 
champion. That's why he shouldn't 
take the possibility of a DX-Mc- 
Mahon alliance lightly. Instead of rip- 
ping McMahon’s jacket pocket, per- 
haps Austin should have torn off his 
shirt. Like Mike Tyson, McMahon's 
true loyalty might lie just below the 
surface. ‘o 
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STEVE AUSTIN, CACTUS JACK, & CHAINSAW CHARLIE 
vs. BILLY GUNN, JESSE JAMES, & ROCKY MAIVIA: 
“Stone-Cold” dipped into Cactus Jack’s dumpster to 
give Billy Gunn a little surprise. Austin didn’t need the 
trash can after all, though. He later cleaned house with 
his “Stone-Cold stunner.” 


LOS BORICUAS vs. THE HEADBANGERS: Savio Vega applies a 
chinlock on Thrasher. Wrestlers like Thrasher, Mosh, Vega, and 
Miguel Perez give the WWF’s tag team roster great depth. 











TOM BRANDI vs. ROCKY MAIVIA: Brandi took time out 
of his feud with Mare Mero to challenge I-C champion 
Maivia. Here, Brandi gets the upper hand on Maivia 
using an armbar, but “The Rock” eventually found a 
way to win. 
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OWEN HART vs.. MARK HENRY: Experience and intelli- FLASH FUNK vs. GOLDUST: These two may be the WWF's 
gence pay off for Owen, who uses his ring savvy to offset most flamboyant characters. But that’s where the similarities 
the superhuman strength of former Olympic powerlifter end. Funk has tremendous aerial ability (which he uses here), 
Henry. while Goldust Is better at brawling. 


SKULL vs. KANE; Don't expect to see many planchas or 
moonsaults when these two giants lock horns. The action 
between Skull and Kane usually consists of kicks, punch- 
es, and—in Kane’s case—choke-slams. 


THE QUEBECERS vs. CHAINSAW CHARLIE & CAC- 
TUS JACK: Veterans Jacques Rougeau and 
Chainsaw Charlie (a.k.a. Terry Funk) enjoy a good 
fight as much as anyone. Jacques got an edge in 
this one when he bodyslammed the tough Texan. 
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How Jim 
Cornette’s 
Childhood 
Dream 
Could Gost 
Him His 
Life! 


Since he was a teenager, 


Jim Cornette has dreamed 


of being a great wrestler. 
He’s undeniably a great 
manager—but is it enough 
for him? It had better be! 
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By Dan Murphy 


NCE UPON A time, a chub- 
OC)» high school freshman 

approached his school’s 
wrestling coach and asked him if 
he could join the team. The coach 
gave the freshman a look and 
asked if he had ever wrestled 
before. The boy shook his head; 
no, he hadn't. The coach asked if 
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the boy had ever 
participated in 
any organized 
team sports be- 
fore; again the 
boy shook his 
head. 

Why, the coach 
wanted to know, 
did this stocky 
14-year-old with brand-new shorts 
and a crisp, starched T-shirt want 
to start his extracurricular career 
on the wrestling mat? 

“So | can be like Harley Race 
and Killer Kowalski!” the boy 
eagerly replied. “When | get out of 
school, I’m going to be a profes- 
sional wrestler.” 

The coach's laughter remained 
in the boy’s ears for years to come. 
He remembered the coach patting 


With elbowsmashes (below), kicks 
(=i) Per-latom olelecmeli-iel-1aM(o) e) elessi] cam es-le [=m 
left), Jim Cornette “battles” Head- 
banger Mosh. If Cornette thinks he can 
make a transition from managing to 
wrestling, though, he’s sadly mistaken. 





him on the head and shooing him 
away. 

“Oh, that’s a good one, son,” the 
balding, sweaty coach laughed. “A 
pro rassler, just like Killer Kowalski. 
Why don’t you run home and join 
the chess club? You're not cut out 
to be a wrestler.” 

Jim Cornette’s ears burned with 
rage. The coach continued laugh- 
ing. The wrestling team laughed. A 
nearby group of cheerleaders 
laughed. His eyes blurred with 
tears, his stomach cramped like it 
had made a fist. He ran from the 
gym and didn’t stop until he was 
back home in the sanctuary of his 
bedroom. 

Very few people will dispute 
that Jim Cornette has achieved 
tremendous success in the world 
of professional wrestling. He 
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assembled the great Midnight 
Express of Dennis Condrey and 
Bobby Eaton, and later of Eaton 
and “Sweet” Stan Lane. He 
served as an adviser to former 
WWE World champion Yokozuna. 
He has managed The Heavenly 
Bodies of Tom Prichard and 
Jimmy Del Ray and The Rock ’n' 





























Headbanger Thrasher attacks The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express (above), the very team 
Cornette enjoyed attacking in Smoky 
Mountain back in 1993 (bottom right). 


Roll Express. He managed NWA 
North American champion Jeff 
Jarrett and recently formed 
another version of The Midnight 
Express, this one consisting of 
Bob Holly and Bart Gunn. He was 
voted Manager of the Year by the 
readers of Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated in 1985, 1993, and 1995. 
He has managed more champi- 
ons than he can remember in just 
about every major federation in 
the country. 

But Jim Cornette’s one child- 
hood wish remains unfulfilled. 

“It's obvious that this guy has 
always wanted to be a wrestler,” 
said Headbanger Mosh, rubbing his 
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head moments after Cornette took 
advantage of a distracted referee to 
hit the him with an elbowsmash in a 
bout that saw the ‘Bangers battling 
The Rock 'n’ Roll Express. 

“| mean, look at his history,” 
Mosh explained. “He got physi- 
cally involved in The Midnight 
Express’ feud with The Road 
Warriors in 1986, and 
he got thrown off a 
scaffold for his trou- 
bles. Then there was 
that debacle when he 
was pinned by Baby 
Doll. Cornette always 
tries to get physical, 
but he always comes 
up short.” 

In recent encoun- 
ters, Cornette has 
gotten into the ring 
with The Head- 
bangers, Justin Brad- 
shaw, and Owen Hart. 
In each instance, he 
has taken more pun- 
ishment than he has 
dished out. A lot 
more. Still, the rotund 
racket-wielder insists 
on trying to live out 


his dream of being a wrestler. 

“Fairly early on, Jim could tell 
he’d never make it as a wrestler,” 
a childhood friend explained on 
the condition of anonymity. “It 
was the one thing that his mama 
and all her money were unable to 
provide him. He was just too 
small, and he lacked the work 
ethic to get bigger and stronger. 
So Jim studied the business end 
and became the fantastic manag- 
er he is today. You know the old 
axiom: Those who can’t—they 
coach.” 

Cornette has been called 
many things, but he has never 
been called stupid. He went with 
his strengths and won fame and 
prestige as a manager. But still, 
you can see the glimmer in his 
eyes. Deep down, he still thinks 
that coach was wrong. He still 
thinks he can compete. 

“You guys are way off with this,” 
Cornette exclaimed when asked if 
he feels he has missed out by 
becoming a manager instead of a 
wrestler. “Me wrestling would be like 
having Secretariat pull a covered 
wagon. It would be like using Dom 
Perignon for dunking donuts. What | 
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do is guide the athletes of the NWA. 
Maybe I'll teach them a move or 
two, like when | taught Jimmy Del 
Ray the moonsault and when | 
showed Bobby Eaton how to prop- 


erly execute the Alabama Jam, but, 


actively compete? The thought 
never even crossed my mind.” 

For his sake, Cornette had 
better erase the thought com- 
pletely from his mind ... before 
_ something very bad happens. 

Let’s face it. Wrestling today is 
more intense than it was 10 short 
years ago. With the advent of 
“extreme” wrestling and big- 
money contracts for top 
wrestlers, everyone from ring 
announcers to managers risks 
physical injury by getting in the 
way of an angry wrestler, or by 
causing an angry wrestler to lose 
a title. In the past, even blood- 



























do everything | 
can to take that 
person out. If you 
think I'll just give 
him a slap on the 
wrist for trying to 
take away my 


Cornette has “wrestled” many times before. Here, he elbows- livelihood, then 
mashes referee Mark Curtis during a 1991 match. He just you got another 


hasn't had much success when he has “wrestled.” 


thirsty teams like The Legion of 
Doom went fairly easy on 
Cornette because of his size and 
his physical shortcomings. In 
today’s WWF, not too many peo- 
ple will make that mistake. 

“Go easy on Cornette? You 
gotta be kidding me, son,” Steve 
Austin declared. “If Cornette, or 
anyone else for that damn matter, 
tries to come between me and 
what I’m trying to do, I’m gonna 
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think comin’.” 

“When Cornette tried to get in- 
volved in my match against 
Windham, | locked him in the 
‘sharpshooter’ and sent him hob- 
bling from the ring,” Owen Hart, 
who was once managed by 
Cornette, said. “The only way you 
can get through to a guy like that 
is to hurt him. Otherwise, he’s 
gonna try to hurt you.” 

Cornette is no longer a young 
man. He is past his athletic 


TT 


When Cornette does get 
involved in a bout, his 
“wrestling” tends to be 
rather illegal, as Bob 
Armstrong found out ina _ 
painful way. 









prime, which wasn’t much of a 
prime to begin with. Being on the 
receiving end of a “Stone-Cold 
stunner” or a “sharpshooter” 
could literally mean the end of his 
career. Is it really worth it for 
Cornette to keep chasing his fan- 
tasy? 

“| think Jim has proven himself 
to all the coaches and cheerlead- 
ers of the world by this point,” 
Cornette’s friend said. “But if he 
still doesn’t respect himself, then 
you can expect him to keep get- 
ting into the ring and trying to 
prove himself.” 

Whenever Cornette tries to live 
out his dream, he’s flirting with 
disaster. He had better recognize 
that fact—before someone turns 
his lifelong dream into his ulti- 
mate nightmare. oO 
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HEIGHT: 5'10” 
WEIGHT: 230 
HOMETOWN: Memphis, TN 


MAJOR TITLES HELD: USWA 
Southern (23 times total, 1992-97); 
USWA tag team (with Wolfie D, 
1996; with Eddie Gilbert, 1994; 
with Jeff Jarrett, 1993; with Scotty 
Flamingo, 1993; with Big Black 
Dog, 1993); USWA Texas (1992); 
USWA junior heavyweight (twice 
in 1992) 

BIGGEST STRENGTH: Has a 
solid blend of aerial ability and 
mat skill 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Overconfidence 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 

Top rope legdrop 

CLOSEST ALLY: Jerry Lawler 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Taka Michinoku 

BIGGEST MATCH: Won USWA 
Southern title from Jimmy Valiant, 
March 23, 1992 (his first singles 
title win) 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: To win the 
WWF light heavyweight title 

Me) Seri cy.\ (e] =e eley.\ Beam rene fic) 
Taka Michinoku out of the WWF 
and be recognized as the top light 
heavyweight in the sport 

HE SAID IT: “Too Sexy’ Brian 
Christopher is just too good-looking 
and too talented, | just can’t stand it!” 
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SUPERBRAWL VIII, LIVING 
DANGEROUSLY, WRESTLEMANIA XIV 
—three wild pay-per-views from three 
different federations. All three were part 
of a spectacular season of supercards, 
and in this issue we give you 37 pages 
of coverage of these events, including a 
full-color “supermoment” from each. You 
don’t want to miss it! ... CACTUS JACK | 
and CHAINSAW CHARLIE are doing 
very well as a team in the WWF, but 
wouldn’t you like to see Cactus and just 
plain-old TERRY FUNK teaming? ... 
BOOKER T talks about making the 
transition from tag team to singles star 
and much more in “Press Conference” 


You asked for it again, so for the third 
straight year, we posed some of the most 
off-the-wall questions to your favorites. 
You'll love the responses we got as the top 
stars answer your most personal—and 
offbeat—questions ... What could ever 
come between RICK and SCOTT 
STEINER? The NWO knew the answer 
and used the information to break up one 
of the greatest tag team ever ... 
DEGENERATION X can hardly be 
compared to The Three Musketeers, but 
every time STEVE AUSTIN uses a 
“Stone-Cold stunner’ on HUNTER HEARST 
HELMSLEY or CHYNA, you better believe 
SHAWN MICHAELS feels the pain 


All this—and much more— 
in the July 1998 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


All this—and much more— 
in the August 1998 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


KO) O) NESYANG 5 KO) O) NESYANES. 


“What is the main reason 
for the recent surge in 
popularity of profession- 
al wrestling?” 





Bill Kozin, New York, NY: “I think 
the dawning of pay-per-view tele- 
vision has transformed professional 
wrestling into big business. Each 
card is billed as a ‘must-see’ event. 
Ordinary cards and weekly shows 
have become television extrava- 
ganzas with louder music, brighter 
lights, and more explosive pyro- 
technics. Commercials for these 
events run on cable-TV regularly 
and have done wonders when it 
comes to resuscitating fan inter- 
est.” 

Kelly Lind, Mobile, AL: “The 
wrestlers of today are much more 
exciting to watch than the wrestlers 
of just a few years ago. As in any 
sport, the athletes are becoming big- 
ger, faster, and stronger than ever 
before. There is a greater diversity 
of talent, from the Luchadores, who 
execute death-defying moves all the 
time, to big men like The Under- 
taker, who captivates audiences 
with his sheer strength. The current 
breed of wrestler is simply more fun 
to watch.” 

Gary Bridges, Dorchester, Eng- 
land: “The biggest factor in the 
rebirth of wrestling has been the 


Monday night ratings war between 
WCW and the WWE. and I believe Bill Goldberg is definitely one of wrestling's better conditioned athletes. One fan cites 


it is Vince McMahon's willingness slain head nl i the sport's stars are in top shape as a reason for the surge in 
to take risks, in terms of program- 

ming, that keeps the fans coming back Adrienne De Santo, Philadelphia, in town. Groups like ECW and 
for more. The WWF has long been PA: “Increased coverage of the MCW, although they are not yet on 
the innovator in professional wres- independent circuit has gotten more par with the Big Two, serve a pur- 
tling, at least in Europe, and continues fans involved on a more direct pose and have become a good alter- 
to pace the industry, even though basis. The indies provide an excel- native to the WWF and WCW. Fans 
WCW has a more impressive talent lent substitute for fans of live would have a lot of down time if not 
roster.” wrestling when Nitro or Raw aren’t for these organizations.” 
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»” You don't get to see wrestlers 
carving each other up with 
barbed wire in the WWF or WCW. 

| One great thing about the sport 
is different promotions offer dif- 
ferent styles of competition. 


Matthew Flynn, Modesto, CA: “I 
think the current rise in popularity can 
be directly attributed to the increased 
skills of today’s stars. When I watched 
wrestling in the late-’60s and early- 
70s, wrestlers like Juventud Guerrera 
were few and far between. The buf- 
foon cartoon figures of the 1980s have 
given way to a new group of athletes 
who have rededicated themselves to 
the art of wrestling, and I| think the 
fans recognize and appreciate that.” 

Michael Long, Bear, DE: “| think 
wrestling has grown in popularity 
because fans can see any style of 
wrestling they want to these days, It 
used to be that the WWF was the only 
show in this part of the country. Now 
we can see the Lucha Libre style on 
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WCW, hardcore wrestling in ECW, or 
martial arts in FMW if you can get 
tapes of that. There are independent 
cards every night of the week and a 
constant stream of international stars 
into all federations. Variety is defi- 
nitely the key.” 

Harry Chase, Reno, NV: “Wrestling’s 
popularity is a direct testimony to the 
talent of Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and 
Terry Funk not just as athletes, but as 
entertainers as well. These are three 
truly gifted men whose hard work and 
professionalism have carried wrestling 
to yet another summit. To remain the 
center of attention after all these years 
is a genuine accomplishment and these 
guys deserve all the success the sport is 
enjoying right now.” O 





Fantasy Wrestling 
ON THE INTERNET 


9 DIVISIONS 


WEEKLY 
MATCHES 


PRIZES 


MONTHLY PAY 
PER VIEWS 


CHECK US OUT AT: 
WWW.WrestleFWW.COM 


FWW is property of 
GreenFeather Enterprises 


MAKE BiG MONEY| 
N PRO WRESTLING 


the scenes, this book was written for you! }} 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to f] 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- }} 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make }} 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy } 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 



























1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of J} 
non-wrestling positions. 










3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 














Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188D 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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COOH SOOTHES OE EEHEE TEES 





1. Shane Douglas 
Bam Bam Bigelow 
Sabu 
Rob Van Dam 
Justin Credible + 
Toz 
Al Snow + 
8. The Sandman 
9. Tommy Dreamer - 
10. 2 Cold Scorpio + 


NWA 


+ 
+ 


Seeeeeeeenaseeeenseees eereeceee Se eesoresereseeee 


Cl 


RANKING M 
1. Dan Severn = 
2. Barry Windham - 
3. Mabel + 
4. Doug Gilbert = 
5. Dory Funk Jr. = 
6. Lance Diamond - 
7. Quinn Magnum 
8. Devon Storm 
9. Rip Rogers = 

10. Erich Sbraccia . 
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RANKING “MC o12IH_~——sTHESKINNY 


9 
4 
1] 
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12-1H 


l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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“THE SKINNY 





Healing nicely 

New TV champ 

Will not slow down 
Stillin ECW 

Making enemies fast 
Noble in defeat 
Making head-way 
Extreme fan favorite 
Beulah or Jenna? 
He's back 





Still “The Beast” 

No longer a Blackjack 
Nothing skinny about Mabel 
Better off overseas? 
Experience counts 

Could improve 

PWX heavyweight champ 
Next big star? 

Rippin’ up Ohio Valley 

King of New England 


hteaben Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high 


Dee rca case rss fea sa Sn dd ainsi 
fide: ?—Anty ons fe Armsreg; Bil Pye, 10—Boch og 


‘GWA: GWA chomplon George Sel 1—Flexx Wheeler; 2—Bob Steele; 3—Mandingo Warrior; 4—Alexei Toktarav; 5— 
Jake aves 6g hd, 7—o rah; Dry des 10—Geo Le. 


ee Gy Seine Vee 1—Terry Golden; 2—Wolfie D; 3—Colorado Kid; 4—The Assassin; 5—Flosh Flanagan; 
eae 


TRP: TRP chorspion—Hungoron Barbarian; |—Bom Bam Bigelow; 2—King Kong Bundy, 3—Jimmy Snuka; 4—The ula; 
Sg hyn hl oo nag ne 
es 





( WWC chainplon—Ray Gonzolez; |—Fiel Sierra, —Solitrio; 3—Carlos Colon 4—Atkie Mulumbio; S—Ricky 
antan Shag? lode —Hohroned Hus; Ric Sver; 10H te Bodyguard 





oo) i | 
AL SNOW 

With all the fanfare sur- 
rounding Bam Bam Bigelow’s 
ECW TV title win over Taz, 
wrestling fans were quick to 
overlook what Al Snow ac- 
complished at Living Dan- 
gerously. ECW officials were 
not, however. 

Snow did something in 
Asbury Park that no one else 
has done since Bigelow did it 
last October: He pinned ECW 
heavyweight champion Shane 
Douglas. Since the pin oc- 
curred during a tag team 
match that pitted Snow and 
Lance Storm against Douglas 
and Chris Candido, “The 
Franchise” got to keep his belt. 

Still, Snow was rewarded 
for covering Douglas, as 
ECW officials have moved 
him straight into the number- 
one contender’s spot for 
Douglas’ crown. Apparently, 
the ECW braintrust doesn’t 
consider Snow's recent suc- 
cess a fluke. 

And it isn’t. The unpre- 
dictable Snow has been on a 
roll of late. Snow and his 
manager, The Head, always 
keep opponents off-balance 
long enough for Al to deliver 
his trademark “Snowplow,” a 
Weelerelice)ame)mtilomacelatalcienmi(e]al est 
suplex, before “drifting” to 
another victory. 
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If you have been searching for a wrestling 
magazine that is jammed with action-packed, 
full-color photos, insightful writing, and is 
printed on ultra-high quality paper ... your 
search has ended! 


Introducing THE WRESTLING ANALYST, the 
newest magazine from London Publishing 
Co—the same folks that publish PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Published six 
times a year, THE WRESTLING ANALYST is 
the only all-slick, all-color wrestling magazine 
that covers the hottest stars from ALL the 
federations. 


In each issue, eight of wrestling’s biggest stars 
are thoroughly evaluated. For each wrestler, 
you get an in-depth analysis covering 20 
different categories, including offense, defense, 
experience, conditioning, stamina, power, ability 
to absorb punishment, and much, much more. 


Subscribe today and receive 15% off the cover 
price when you sign up for six issues. 
Subscribe for 12 issues and save even more— 
20% off the cover price. 


SEND TO: I 

London Publishing Co. j 

P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 ] 
; Marion, OH 43302 , 
Des, | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLING 
I ANALYST! | have enclosed a check or money ] 
|. order made payable to London Publishing Co. | 
1° provided my credit card information to charge i 
j my subscription. 5 
| CI have enclosed $20.14 for a 6-issue subscription J 
f (a 15% savings) ] 
1 C1 have enclosed $37.92 for a 12-issue subscription 
J (a 20% savings) | 
Name : 
| Address Apt.# | 
I city State dip hamid 
iy I 
IC check or money order (enclosed and payable i 
I to London Publishing Co.) | 
Ovsa# 4 
j 0D MasterCard , 
i Expiration Date: / I 

MO/YR 
I 1. 
I Signature: —j 
[Above prices apply in U:S. only. Canada and ail foreign countries $24.94 for = 
issues ($35.14 airmail), $47.52 for 12 issues ($67,92 airmail), For orders outside 

if the U.S., pay by Intemational money order in’ U.S. funds only, Please allow up to q 


IF YOU DON’T 
SUBSCRIBE TO 














eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


4673/01-98/2c 


THE 
1 EDDIE GILBERT 
MEMORIAL 
CARD 


Photos by Timothy A. Walker 









TWIGGY RAMIREZ os. LANCE DIAMOND: 
Ramirez stifles with a chinlock. 
Although he ored, Diamond 





SID VICIOUS vs. KING. KONG BUNDY: “Psycho” 








over Bundy in the 
0) } ed to be just a 


DAN SEVERN) 
SCHUMAN: | 
Schuman hi 
the NWA he 
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in this bout. Despite a liant effo 
make up for her disadvantage 


DOUG & TOM 


special legends mat 
not be denied on this ni 
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BROWN: Brown, 
yall over Alexander 


PATCH vs. RAY oDYs: EY: 


for most of the T 
found Patch. 


er Gilbert during a 
y and his son would 


THE MISFITS vs. DEVON 
aerial attack proved s 


Although Patch caught 


I pits with a power- 


Gainst Derek Domino, as 


isfits for the NWA 
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RESTLING IN MEMPHIS is not 
VV exes A new federation, Power 

Pro Wrestling, has begun pro- 
ducing TV shows and will soon promote 
live events. Owned by former USWA 
matchmaker Randy Hales, the new fed- 
eration is producing a weekly program for 
WMC-TV, the former home of the USWA. 

Hales said he wanted to run monthly 
cards in Memphis and tentatively planned 
to hold his first show at the Mid-South 
Coliseum on June 9. Among the 
wrestlers Hales had contacted—but not 
contracted—were former USWA titlehold- 
ers Sid Vicious, Miss Texas, Spell- 
binder, and Bill Dun- 
dee. I’m sure Jerry 
Lawler will get involved 
as well. 

“Memphis is the birth- 
place of wrestling in the 
South,” Hales said. “It 
has always been the 
gateway to wrestling in 
the south. The USWA 
and Mid-South Wres- 
tling made tremendous 
contributions to the 
sport, giving it Jerry 
Lawler, Tommy Rich, 
Jeff Jarrett, and so 
many other great stars. 
The reality of Memphis 
without wrestling pained 
me, and | know it pained 
others as well. But by 
no means do we plan on 
restricting our activity to 
Memphis. This is a federa- 
tion for all of Tennessee.” 

Current WWF star 
Jarrett, who got his start 
in Memphis, said this: 
“Certainly, this has no 
effect on a great star 
like myself, but it’s good 
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By Dave Ros 


returning to Memphis. The people there 
are so passionate about their wrestling, 
so I’m glad they’re getting it back again.” 

They’re still talking about two things 
around ECW these days: the sensational 
(or insane, or stupid, or insanely stupid, 
depending upon your point of view) sui- 
cide leaps by New Jack and Spike 
Dudley at ECW’s Living Dangerously 
pay-per-view. For those who didn’t see it, 
New Jack and Dudley climbed to the bal- 
cony of the Asbury Park Convention 
Center—about 14 feet high—mounted 
the railing on top of the balcony, and 
looked down. What they saw were D-Von 





The long, long feud between Bill Dundee and Jerry Lawler is not over. 
i _- The two are likely to meet again in a new Memphis-based promotion, 
to see that wrestling is Power Pro Wrestling. 


Z 
O 
7 
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play-by-play man Joey 
Styles said. “Our wres- 
tlers compete at their own 
risk and put their bodies 
on the line at their own 
risk. | doubt Spike and 
New Jack would have 
executed that sensational 
dive if they really thought 
there was any chance of 
them dying. Serious in- 
jury? Perhaps. But dying? 
No way.” 

Well, at least now we 
know what the “Extreme” 
in ECW means: anything 
short of death. 

By the way, there was 


Buh Buh Ray Dudley was feeling pretty terrible after Spike Dudley splashed him through a another three-way dance 
table at ECW’s Living Dangerously pay-per-view. To do so, Spike leaped off a balcony. a few weeks after Living 


Dangerously and Sabu 


and Buh Buh Ray Dudley lying on two very flimsy and Rob Van Dam combined to beat New Jack 


wooden tables. 


and Spike and Buh Buh Ray and D-Von. 


So what did New Jack and Spike do? Well, they Lance Diamond pinned Inferno Kid to win 
jumped. Actually, they dove, and if they didn’t hit ECWA’s second Super 8 Tournament on March 21 
their target, they would have gone sp/at, right onto in Wilmington, Delaware. Diamond defeated Mark 


the concrete floor. 

And even if they hit their target, there 
was a very good chance that all four men 
would go crashing through the tables 
and—splat—to the concrete floor. 

Which is exactly what happened, 
except for the splat. New Jack, Spike, 
Buh-Buh Ray, and D-Von somehow sur- 
vived relatively unscathed. Now the ques- 
tion going around ECW is: “Would you do 
that?” 

“No,” said Lance Storm. “I’m willing to 
put my body on the line to win a match, 
but I’m not going to put my life on the line. 
That’s what those guys were doing, you 
know. They were putting their lives on the 
line.” 

Of course, Lance Storm's sense of 
judgment can be questioned, too. After 
all, this is the man who chose Sunny as 
his mystery partner in a match against 
Shane Douglas and Chris Candido. 
Candido is Sunny’s boyfriend. Not very 
smart, Lance. 

After the dive, there was some talk 
about whether ECW wrestlers were going 
too far in pushing the extreme to its dan- 
gerous outer limits. There wasn’t, howev- 
er, any talk about banning such dives. 

“You'll see no such thing in ECW,” 
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(Continued on page 88) 





Ace Darling hurls Mike Quackenbush off the top rope during their open- 
ing round match at this year’s ECWA Super 8 Tournament. Though these 
two may have had the best match of the tourney, Lance Diamond won it. 
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RISING, the new album from 
Atlanta’s Stuck Mojo, contains the 
bonus CD-Rom video track “Rising” 
featuring an explosive conflict 

between DDP and Raven's flock! 


Diamond Dallas Page says... 
“If you don’t like Stuck Mojo, 
YOU'RE WRONG!” 


To order the “Rising” CD, call our Credit Card Hotline at 1-800-250-4600, 

or send $13.00 (Money Order, Check or concealed cash) for each CD to: 
Century Media Mail Order, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, CA 90404, USA. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Orders outside the USA add $5 for each CD. 


Century Media accepts Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover/Novus cards, 


(Continued from page 87) 


Schrader in the quarterfinals and Scott Taylor in 
the semifinals. But afterward, everybody was talk- 
ing about the first-round match between Mike 
Quackenbush and Ace Darling. The high-flying 
spectacle had action from start to finish and was a 
lesson in aerial maneuvers: planchas, sentons, 
huracanranas, and superplexes. Darling pinned 
Quackenbush. Then, possibly exhausted, he got 
pinned by Inferno Kid, who was coming off a seri- 
ous knee injury, in the semifinals. 

Mabel, formerly of Men on a Mission, was 
stripped of the Music City Wrestling North 
American title for failing to appear for a scheduled 
title defense in Nashville, Tennessee. A 20-man 
battle royal was scheduled to crown a new cham- 
pion. More Music City stripping: Steven Dunn and 
Reno Riggins were stripped of the Southern tag 
team title after Dunn attacked promoter Bert 
Prentice. Talk about attacking the wrong man! 

From the Mike Tyson Invades Wrestling Dept.: 
Ravage was fined $500 and suspended 45 days 
by World Wide Wrestling Alliance officials for bit- 
ing a referee during his match against Jack 
Hammer on March 15 in Eddystone, Pennsyl- 
vania. No word on how the referee tasted. 

That's all for now. ‘Til next time, enjoy a light 
snack, and take the time to enjoy an indy. oO 


Steven Dunn (leveling Shane Eden with a punch) and 
Reno Riggins are no longer the MCW Southern tag team 
champions. They were stripped after Dunn beat up pro- 
moter Bert Prentice. 
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Wrestling Trivia Champ” and 





WIN EVERY WRESTLING 
526 PAY-PER-VIEW FOR A YEAR. 
.264 PLUS: Each month, five. 


runners-up will receive a grab 
bag of wrestling magazine 
back issues. 


ALL NEW QUESTIONS! 
If you can answer the following questions, you could be the next winner and 





The voice of ECW is ...? 
1) Joey Styles 

2) Paul E. Dangerously 
3) Tommy Dreamer 

4) Bill Alfonso 


The Undertaker was once tag 
team partners with ...? 


Lex Luger is also known as ...? 
1) Totally Awesome 

2) The Six Pack 

3) The Total Package 

4) None of the above 


1) Lou Albano 


3) Rick Steiner 


RECEIVE EVERY WRESTLING PAY-PER-VIEW FOR THE NEXT YEAR! 


ACTUAL QUESTIONS 


True or False: The Giant competed in 
the 1988 Summer Olympics as a mem- 
ber of the Austrian basketball team? 

1) True 2) False 


2) Sgt. Slaughter 


4) None of the above 





How did you do? If 
you’re up for the chal- 
lenge and want to put 
your wrestling knowl- 
edge to work, call now 
and GO FOR THE 
GRAND PRIZE and 
receive every wrestling 
pay-per-view for a year! 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Wrestling Challenge 


Call as often as you like. The contest begins February 15, 1998, and continues 
through July 30, 1998. There is no age restriction to pacar. The charge for each 
call is $1.99 per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services 
and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No Purchase 
necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All 
unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second-chance drawing, The odds of winning 
are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are 
available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 
625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the Grand Prize of every wrestling pay-per-view for 
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one year (maximum retail value is $750.00). Winners will be selected at random from 
the pool of all eligible entries. The Grand Prize will be awarded in the form of one 
payment in the amount of $750.00. It is the Grand Prize winner's responsibility to 
order and pay for each wrestlin pee event. From February 15, 1998, till 
July 30, 1998, a total of one (1) Grand Prize will be awarded, In addition, twenty (20) 
wrestling grab bag back issue packages (five per week) will be awarded (retail value 
$20 each). Advanced Telecom Services will select the winners. London Publishing 
Co. will select the back issues to be included in the grab bag packages. No substitu- 
tions allowed. Direct all inquiries, to Advanced Telecom Services at BCM Box 6424, 
London WCIN 3XX 
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Sabu flies through the air at 
Sandman (right). Wait a minute: 
That's not Sabu—that’s Rob Van 
Dam! That's Sabu (right) ... and Bill 
Alfonso (opposite page, right) is 
thrilled that his plan has worked to 
Felcia(creitlelay 


HOW HE MELDED 
ROB VAN DAM & 
SABU INTO ONE! 
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When Bill Alfonso left Taz and joined 
forces with Sabu and Rob Van Dam, 
many experts felt he was making 
the blunder of a lifetime. Now 
that Sabu and Van Dam have 
jelled into one of the finest 
tandems in ECW, Fonzie’s critics 
are becoming believers 
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By Dan Murphy 


ANDMAN HAS SEEN a lot 
S of unbelievable things in his 

years in ECW, enough that 
he has now come to expect the 
unforeseen as the unavoidable. 
Just about nothing can shock the 
jaded, cane-swinging grappler. 

Except for what happened to 
him at the March 1 Living Dan- 
gerously pay-per-view. 

“You know, if you woulda told 
me six months ago that Rob Van 
Dam could come out and jump me 
and I'd fight him off thinking he 
was Sabu, | would have told you 
to go get your head examined,” 
Sandman said. “I don’t know how 
it happened, but Alfonso’s got 
both of those guys firing in synch. 
Pretty impressive, considering 
Sabu don’t barely speak English!” 

On the surface, Sabu and Van 
Dam have a lot in common. Both 
are brash, determined high-flyers. 
Both are willing to circumvent the 
rules to win a match. But Alfonso 
had a lot of work to do to get the 
two to get along. 

For one thing, there was the 
matter of their hatred for each 
other. 

“Sabu and | didn’t always see 
eye-to-eye,” Van Dam said in typi- 
cal understated fashion. “We 
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Van Dam as Sabu mounts a spectacular offensive attack 
on Sandman (above and right). That Sabu and Van Dam 
are working so closely together is testament to Alfonso’s 
managerial acumen. 


wrestled each other in high school gyms, in night- 
clubs, and in barns. But after putting each other 
through hell in the ring, we gained a lot of respect 
for each other. After a while, it just made more 
sense to stop beating each other’s brains in and 
start beating other people’s brains in.” 

Credit Fonzie for driving that point home. 

Many fans couldn’t understand why an athlete as 
talented as Taz aligned himself with Alfonso, a for- 
mer referee with no visible purpose at ringside other 
than irritating fans with his ever-present whistle. 
However, under Alfonso’s tutelage, Taz climbed to 
the top of ECW, defeating Sabu at ECW’s inaugural 
pay-per-view, Barely Legal. 

Alfonso surprised the critics again when he 
jumped Taz and joined forces with the match’s 
loser. To many, it made no sense; to Alfonso, 
though, it was the beginning of his master plan. 

Sabu had spent years putting his body on the 
line and building up a large cult of hardcore fans. A 
brief stint in WCW and a few appearances on Raw 
have only served to heighten the fans’ infatuation 
with the Arabian daredevil. However, like any other 
athlete, Sabu was growing frustrated with his lack of 
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title success. 

Before signing with Alfonso, Van Dam claims he 
spent months in negotiations with both WCW and 
the WWF. Despite the boasts and braggadocio of 
“Mr. Monday Night,” the fact of the matter was that 
he was still without a long-term contract in either of 
the Big Two. 

Enter Alfonso. 

“It can be easy to write Bill Alfonso off as just 
another loud-mouthed, undersized manager, but 
there are brains behind that whistle,” ECW com- 
mentator Joey Styles said. “You always know where 
to find Fonzie. You can be sure to find him at ring- 
side during the main event. He can get his men the 
matches they want, and that’s the hallmark of a 
great manager.” 

Alfonso traded a sure thing in Taz for perhaps 
the unlikeliest tag team ECW has ever seen. For 
months, Van Dam and Sabu trained together, 
teamed with one another, and interfered in each 
other's matches. But it wasn’t until Living 
Dangerously that it became apparent that the two 
have come to wrestle as one. 

The anything-goes ladder match between 
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Sandman and Sabu began with an explosion of vio- 
lence as a blue-turbaned Sabu stormed the ring, 
devastating Sandman with a series of kicks and 
brutalizing him with a rattan cane. When Sandman 
was finally able to mount some offense after three 
or four excruciating minutes a second Sabu hit the 
mat and regained control. 


a = 5 we 


Sabu interferes in Van Dam’s bout against 2 Cold Scorpio at 
Living Dangerously, further cementing the relationship 
between the two high-impact stars. 





The first smiled and jacked his thumbs toward 
his neck, a typical Van Dam pose. 

“If you would have asked me an hour ago if | 
could ever mistake Rob Van Dam for Sabu, | 
would have said never, in no uncertain terms,” 
said Steve Overbeck, a long-time ECW fan who 
attended the card. 

It’s not just Van Dam’s appearance that fooled 
thousands of fans, not to mention Sandman. It 
was the way he walked, the way he moved, the 
way he threw his kicks. For a few brief minutes, 
he was Sabu. And it was by design. 

“First of all, it’s really not too hard fooling 
Sandman and his fans, because they’re not the 
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A few weeks before the Living Dangerously pay-per-view, 
Sabu and Van Dam appeared as if they might become rivals 
again; today, they are the talk of ECW. 





smartest people you'll ever run across,” Alfonso 
cackled after the match. “And second, we didn’t 
have to trick anybody, because both Sabu and 
‘Mr. Monday Night’ could tear Sandman to pieces 
on his best day without working up a sweat. The 
fact of the matter is that | was sending a message 
tonight. | was showing the world how powerful my 
double-fisted army has become and reminding 
everyone in ECW that Team Alfonso will do what- 
ever it takes to make a point!” 

Make no mistake: Alfonso has accomplished 
the near-impossible. He has managed to meld 
Sabu and Van Dam, two of ECW’s biggest egos, 
into a cohesive fighting force. And now that 
Sandman has been dispatched, Alfonso is ready 
to make a run for the top. Van Dam and Sabu are 
ready. 

“Sabu and | are already defending the honor of 
the WWF here in ECW, and when our work’s done 
here, we'll make our move there,” Van Dam said 
as he tied his hair back into a ponytail. “All the 
WWF promoters have been on the phone with us, 
offering us shots at their titles as soon as the 
loose ends are tied up in ECW. Sandman can sit 
back and tell his grandkids about the many times 
he had his [butt] whipped by Sabu, Bill Alfonso, 
and ‘Mr. Monday Night.” 

“You thought DeGeneration X was bad?” 
Alfonso laughed. “Everybody had better watch out 
for DeGeneration Fonzie!” Oo 
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HEIGHT: 6'2” 

WEIGHT: 325 

HOMETOWN: Parts unknown 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: 

ECW tag team (with D-Von 
Dudley, three times in 1997) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: 
Resiliency 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 

Lack of quickness and agility 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
“Buh Buh cutter” 

CLOSEST ALLY: 

His half-brother D-Von 

MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
New Jack 

BIGGEST MATCH: 

With D-Von, upset The 
Eliminators—Perry Saturn and 
John Kronus—to win the ECW 
tag team title for the first time, 
March 15, 1997 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: Regain 
the ECW tag team title 

Me) Seri <7.\\(ei—aeiey.\ is 

Win a singles title in ECW 

HE SAID IT: “The Dudley 
boys are the meanest and 
most violent family in America, 
Tale mcMccmel-(itlamelcele(e Me) Mite 
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Wrestle America provides 
3 up-to-the-minute coverage of 
the sport in all federations, 
nD plus Wrestling Bad Guys, a 
§ “magazine within a magazine”! 
‘sae a peclde: = It all adds up to the biggest 
yw WRESTLING'S See wrestling magazine on the 
PeRUCIAL me \  ~newsstands—96 pages of 
LCATECORIES od  pulse-pounding fury and 
s excitement! 
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me Wrestling Superstars 
n is famous for its lively 
color section, the 
dramatic and 
imaginative “Superstar Dream Match,” and 
the informative Wrestling Superstars theme 
features—all highlighting the top-quality writing 
and photography you’ve come to expect from 
London Publishing Co.! 
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have become so 


C] Six issues of Wrestle America saves me 15% off the newsstand price. | am enclosin 
g 


$20.14. Please start my subscription right away! enormously popular, 


C) Six issues of Wrestling Superstars also saves me 15%. | am enclosing $20.14 to start 
my subscription. 


we've added two extra 
(-] | don’t want to miss one exciting issue of Wrestling Superstars and Wrestle America! issues a year to both! 
Start my 12-issue combination subscription today! | am enclosing $37.92, a 20% savings 
off the newsstand price! 


> (]) PLEASE SAVE ME EVEN MORE MONEY! I'm ordering a two-year subscription to 
Wrestling Superstars and Wrestle America—that's 24 issues in all! | am enclosing 
$71.10, a full 25% off the newsstand price! 


Take advantage of our 





great combination 


offer and get six 
Red C1] New C] Renewal ' ‘J 
» Please indicate method of payment: :F ) ISSUES a Year of 

(_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Re 


CVISA (MasterCard these great 
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Prices apply in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $24.94 ($35.14 airmail) for six issues; $47.52 , 
($67.92 airmail) for 12 issues; $90.30 for 24 issues (131.10 airmail). International money orders in U.S, funds § 


only for all orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. eh. ie \ NT 4634/12-97. 











When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information _ 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 

you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones!) 
*“Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute’Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdomyis £1.00. 

Kids, get. your, parents’ permission. 

BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 








